
Tena Koutou katoa 

Over the last two weeks we have con�nued 

our very posi�ve start to the school year 

with the students involved in a number of 

key events. Our Ash Wednesday liturgy was 

a reflec�ve beginning to the Lenten Season.  

Our liturgy, led by student leaders, chal-

lenged  the students of the College to reflect on how they can 

turn away from aspects of their lives that are holding them 

back from reaching their poten�al as young Catholics  and  to 

implement change where necessary to become people that 

truly reflect gospel values of the College.  I would like to thank 

those year 13 students that were involved in the prepara�on 

and leadership of this Liturgy. 

Our College Athle�cs Sports was a very successful day. There 

was very posi�ve compe��on between Houses and individu-

als leading to hotly contested events and overall compe��on.  

I was very pleased to see the increased par�cipa�on in all 

events.  The par�cipa�on has  increased so much so that we 

did not quite manage to complete all events on the pro-

gramme scheduled for the day. Final events will be completed 

at school over the next week and final results for all events 

will be published a,er these are completed and results tabu-

lated.  It was also our pleasure to have the students and staff 

of  Te Wharekura o Arowhenua join us at our Athle�cs Sports.  

It was wonderful to have them  with us for the day and their 

presence really added to the sense of compe��on on the day.  

I would like to congratulate all students on their efforts on the 

day and in par�cular Year 13 and House leaders for the lead-

ership on the day. 

There are a numbers of members of our community that are 

dealing with significant illness and injury at the moment.  We 

ask for God’s blessing on them and their families at this �me 

and  as a community that we keep them in our prayers. 

    God Bless  

 

22 February 2013 

Ash Wednesday Liturgy 



 

Speech 

Congratula�ons to Ella Prendergast who achieved her 

                                 From Father Mar�n 

                                 It has been an ‘ac�on’ - packed start to 2013.  

          It was great to see how well our students at 

          Verdon College achieved with their NCEA re 

          -sults at all levels.  We hope that with a li;le                

                     more effort and hard work this years results 

will be even be;er. 

It was a privilege to preside at the Opening Mass for our College 

at St Theresa’s with other local priests.  I stressed the im-

portance of students grasping the opportuni�es which Verdon 

College offers them.  Perhaps more importantly and the reason 

why we go to Mass is to be grateful and thankful to God for all 

we have received and con�nue to receive in each of our lives. 

I admire the courage it has taken for Pope Benedict to step 

down as Leader of our Church.  Our Catholic Aid Agency, Caritas 

has produced a Lenten Relec�on Booklet which contains a num-

ber of quotes from our re�ring Pope.  He said in his le;er Porta 

Fidel in 2011 “We must rediscover a taste for freedom ourselves 

in the Word of God faithfully handed down by the Church, and 

on the Bread of Life, offered us sustenance for the disciples”. 

And for this Lenten Season he says “Faith invites us to look to-

wards the future with the virtue of hope, in the confident ex-

pecta�on that the victory of Christ’s love will come to its full-

ness”. 

God Bless 

Father Mar�n. 

So�ball 

Daniel Karsten is a rising star of 

the New Zealand So,ball scene. 

He produced ‘Stand-out’ perfor-

mances for the Lower South Is-

land teams he played for at the 

New Zealand U17 and U19 tournaments last year. He was 

named in the New Zealand U19 Tournament Team and was 

selected to play in the Black Sox (New Zealand Men’s So,ball 

Team) as a development player in November. Through Dan-

iel’s successes, he has a chance to make the Junior Black Sox 

World Championship Team this year.  

Daniel was a member of the mixed Verdon College team 

which finished 2
nd

 in the Southland So,ball Champs last week-

end. 

Southland Secondary Schools’ So�ball Tournament 

 

The following Verdon College so,ball team, consis�ng of the 

following players Daniel Karsten, Terry Thurlow, Aliyah 

Dunn, Alex Thurlow, Amber De Goldi, Tyra Dunn, Kieran De 

Goldi, Kayne Duggan, Kenyah Baker, Devon Gaurdian, Helen 

Talaese finished second at the weekends Southland Second-

ary Schools’ Tournament. 

 

The team won all three games in pool play, bea�ng JHC, CSC 

and SGHS.  This result put is in the final against SBHS.  Alt-

hough we lost this the highlight of the game was a grand 

slam home run (loaded bases and the ball hit out of the park 

for an automa�c home run). 

 

The team excelled themselves and should be very proud of 

their result. 

 

Thanks goes to Mrs Rosie De Goldi for her help on the day. 

 

Penney Dunckley 



CALENDAR DATES 

FOR TERM 1 

1 March  Caritas Leadership Day 

8 March  Southland Athle�cs Compe��on 

9/10 March  Paddles Up Weekend Compe��on 

11/15 March  Year 9 Mavora Camp 

14 March  Year 11 Geography trip to Gore. 

15 March  Southland Triathlon Championships 

19 March  Year 7/8 Parent Teacher Evening—Day One 

21 March  Year 7/8 Parent Teacher Evening—Day Two 

22 March  Interim reports posted home 

29 March  Good Friday 

1 April   Easter Monday 

2 April   Easter Tuesday 

4 April   Year 9-13 Parent Teacher Interviews 

8/10 April  Year 12 Prac�cal Phys Ed Rail Trail 

11 April  Year 11 Geography trip to Gore 

17 April  Colours Assembly 

18 April  Year 13 Geography trip to Stewart Island 

18 April  Interhouse Cross Country 

19 April  End of Term One 

Upcoming  Spor'ng Events 

 

- Southland Lawn Bowls Champs: 3 March 

- SISS Triathlon/Duathlon: 3 March 

- Southland Athle�cs: 7/8 March 

- Paddles Up: 9 March 

- Southland Triathlon: 15 March 

- Otago/Southland Athle�cs: 16 March 

- SISS Senior Waterpolo: 17 March 

- Southland Golf Champs: 18 March 

- NZSS Maadi Cup: 18- 24 March 

- Otago/Southland Road Cycling Champs: 19 March 

- Southland Surfing Champs: 21 March 

- New Zealand Secondary School Triathlon: 21 March 

- Southland Primary Athle�cs: 23 March 

- Gore Pony Club Interschool Show Jumping: 28 March 

- SISS Athle�cs: 6/7 April 

- NZSS Adventure Racing: 13 April 

- NZSS Mountain Biking Individual: 13-14 March 

 

For more informa�on on any of these Events please see Sarah in 

the Sports Office. 

Ash Wednesday—Ben Simpson 

Athle'cs 

Named in the 2013 Southland Interprovincial Athle�cs team to 

take part in compe��on in Timaru over Easter against other 

athletes, aged 12 and 13, from throughout the country are: 

Callum Swan (Year 9, aged 13) 

Marco Crook (Year 8, aged 12) 

Sam Hogan (Year 8, aged 13)  



 


