
Tena koutou katoa  

At Assembly this week I spoke with the 

students about why Verdon is a special 

community, about caring for each other 

and about living our values each day, not 

just occasionally.  The environment that 

our young people experience as they grow 

up has many messages that are contrary to what might be 

considered "good old fashioned values", or indeed the values 

of our Catholic community.  I have asked students to con!nue 

to focus on respec!ng themselves and  others by reflec!ng on 

their ac!ons towards each other.  I have asked that they con-

sider how their ac!ons can have posi!ve or nega!ve conse-

quences on themselves and others in our  community de-

pending on the choices that they make. I have seen many 

examples of our students caring for each other that have 

made me extremely proud in the last few months. However, 

it is important in the busyness of the school day for all stu-

dents to spread this in small ways each day and that this is an 

expecta!on of the College as a Catholic community.  

Verdon College is con!nuing to move our educa!onal envi-

ronment into the 21st century with further improvement to 

our IT infrastructure.  We have upgraded our wireless net-

work so that students are able to bring their own laptops and 

tablets to the College. Depending on the type of device, and 

so*ware on it, students can access the school wireless 

through a rela!vely simple process. Already some students 

are taking advantage of this innova!on and we look forward 

to more students being able to access wireless learning op-

portuni!es in the future.  

I would ask that you keep in your prayers those members of 

our community that have lost family members recently.  We 

pray for those that have passed and for the families that they 

receive the love and support that they require at this !me.  

    God Bless 

    Jarlath Kelly 

7 June  2013 

Marae Visit 

 

On the 15th May a group of 22 students from year 9 -13 

travelled to Te Rau Aroha Marae in Bluff for 4 days. We were 

joined by some students and whanau from Dunstan high 

School. 
 

Our !me was kept busy with Waka Ama , Flax weaving  bone 

carving and kapahaka with some great kai put together by 

whanau and teachers along the way.  We travelled to River-

ton and viewed the Flax mill that a local family run for the 

general public to view.  

Many people helped to make this stay possible so a big 

thank-you to all involved. 

From all accounts it was a great success and the Verdon stu-

dents represented Verdon School and family very well. 

It is great to see our young Rangatahi involved in their cul-

ture and nurturing their skills and building on their 

knowledge. 

It is a pleasure to be part of this journey with the students. 

 

Mihi nunui Whaea Steph 



 

        From Father Mar�n 

        I was very impressed with the Stage—Show  

                   Produc!on of Oklahoma.  A number of   

                   things impressed me. 1) The obvious talent of 

                   our students. 2) The age-range of students  

        involved and 3) the number of other people 

from our School Community involved back stage or in other 

ways. 

I don't think all this happens by accident…. We have a huge ad-

vantage in being a co-educa!onal school.  The girls and boys 

perform together in a natural way.  Being a slightly smaller 

school means that these students actually know each other 

before they get on stage. 

Perhaps the most important factor is that we are a Catholic 

School.  We exist to develop the whole person and we are to 

use the talents that God has given us.  I know many, many 

hours of hard work goes into puAng these shows together.  But 

what a wonderful opportunity it is for our young people to ex-

press themselves.  Regardless of where this experience may 

lead to, it is one we will all remember for years to come. 

Well done 

God Bless 

Father Mar!n. 

Junior Catholic Schools Tournament 

The Date of the Junior Catholic School Tour-

nament has now been changed to Wednes-

day 12 June. This tournament is being held 

in Dunedin at Kavanagh College.  

Netball Fundraiser 

Verdon Junior A netball team are fundraising for their trip to 

the Junior SISS netball tournament by having a sausage sizzle 

at school on Friday the 21st of June and also on Saturday 

the 15th June at the Rugby here at school.  Please support 

this team in their fundraising ventures. 

TAP DANCING COMPETITIONS 

This weekend 15/16 June @ Centre Stage, Don St, Invercar-

gill 

Saturday 8.30-9pm ~ Sunday 9am-6pm, 

Championship Dancing Saturday 6.30-9pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Door Sales Available, All Welcome, 

Email tapping.ingill@gmail.com for more Informa!on  

Slow Tap, Speed Tap, Trios, Troupes, Song & Tap Dance, 

Waltz,  

NZ Junior So"ball Team 

Congratula!ons to Dan-

iel Karsten for being 

selected for the NZ Jun-

ior So*ball Team. 

Verdon College 

Board of Trustees Elec�on 

Declara�on of Parent Elec�on Results 

 

Parent representa!ves votes: 

 

Calvert, Paul    104 

Gourley, BernadeIe   144 

Mulrooney, Kevin   129 

Prendergast, John   180 

Thomas, Mary-Jane   169 

Thwaites, Regan     36 

Whaanga Dean   137 

 

I hereby declare the following duly elected. 

BernadeIe Gourley 

Kevin Mulrooney 

John Prendergast 

Mary-Jane Thomas 

Dean Whaanga 

 



CALENDAR DATES 

FOR TERM 2 

12 June Junior Combined Catholic Schools Sports  

  Tournament 

15 June School Ball 

18 June Big Sing Regional Finals 

20/21 June Year 11 Retreat 

9 July  Interhouse Music Fes!val 

11 July  Interhouse Swimming Compe!!on 

12 July  Last Day of Term—Reports posted home 

Year 13 Geography trip to Stewart Island 

 

At the end of term one Ms Youthed’s year 13 Geography class 

embarked on a trip to Stewart Island to look at Tourism Devel-

opment.  The ferry ride over was a bit rough with a few stu-

dents needing fresh air while others inside enjoyed the roller 

coaster like atmosphere. Once we arrived it was straight to the 

backpackers to drop off our bags and then we were off in a 

bus and van to tour the island. It was a one hour tour of the 

island where only 400 people live but the tour guides s!ll man-

aged to fill us in on island life and gossip. We then visited the 

museum and learnt about the history of the area and the im-

pact tourism has had on the island.  A*er that the students 

had free !me to explore the island, interview tourists and lo-

cals and visit the Department of Conserva!on office. We de-

cided to have dinner out at the hotel to save !me on cooking 

and cleaning and then there was !me for some night !me 

wildlife spoAng. 

The next day we went out on a fishing charter that was also 

quite rough but only one student fed the fishes while others 

caught blue cod. Unfortunately we did not catch enough to 

take home but it was a great trip and a wonderful opportunity 

to explore an area of New Zealand that many of us never get 

to see. 

Images from Catholic Schools Day Mass held at the  

Invercargill Working Mens Club  



 

Alexandra Aerobic 

Championships 

Congratula!ons to Wil-

low Gush who got 1st in 

Step 4 Individual 12-14 

year olds Alexandra 

Aerobic Compe!!on on 

Sunday 2nd June 2013.  

Willow was youngest in her group and has now qualified for 

the Na!onals to be held in Napier in October. 

Southland Team 2013 

  

Congratula!ons to Shelley Mitchell  who was named in the 

‘Southland Team’ for Table Tennis.  Shelley competed  

in the South Island Teams 

Tournament in Christchurch at 

Queens Birthday weekend 

  

  

 

Invercargill Netball Representa�ves 

 

Congratula!ons are in order for students who have been se-

lected to represent Invercargill Netball Centre for regional 

tournaments. 

Claudia Baird, Nia Maka, Rebecca Shirley (Year 7) 

Tyra Dunn, Abby Humm, Tarryn Perriam, Anjelina Nikora-

Wilson (Year 8) 

Aliyah Dunn, Amilya Koroiadi (Under 15A) 

Gold Guitars 

Congratula!ons to 

Beth Walker for win-

ning the Junior Overall 

sec!on and the Junior 

Solo at the Gold Guitar 

Awards held in Gore at 

Queens Birthday week-

end . 

 

 

Congratula!ons to Maggie 

Townley for winning the Jun-

ior Gospel sec!on at the Gold 

Guitar Awards held in gore at 

Queens Birthday weekend. 

 


