
Tena Koutou Katoa 

I have just returned from the Catholic sec-

ondary principal’s conference in Welling-

ton.  This is probably the most useful pro-

fessional group I belong to because all of 

our discussions in rela�on are underpinned 

with the Catholic ethos.  This conference 

was par�cularly challenging this year as we 

discussed at length the place of Catholic 

faith in society and the role that we must play as Catholic 

schools in the development of the young people of our com-

muni�es.  A major point of  discussion was, that as Catholic 

schools we are delivering a great academic and well rounded 

educa�on (o#en as a direct result of our Catholic values) but 

the purpose of Catholic schools is to develop students in their 

faith and spirituality. The challenge comes in the ques�on; are 

we doing enough to develop our students faith and spirituali-

ty?  We were addressed by Bishop Charles Drennan who 

asked the ques�on of us, In this modern society where is the 

discussion of Jesus?.  We o#en speak of our Catholic charac-

ter but were challenged by this ques�on. We were also chal-

lenged in our thinking in rela�on to the value that Catholics 

put on faith development the fact that as school communi�es 

that we are working with families that are increasing less con-

nected to the Church.  It is easy for us to get distracted from 

the value of Catholic educa�on with so many compe�ng fac-

tors within schools. I think that we can and should be proud 

that at Verdon College we offer an educa�on that is unique 

in Invercargill. I believe, in an increasingly secular society, that 

it is more important not less that we con�nue to develop the 

spirituality, faith and understanding of the example of Jesus in 

a more tangible manner without fear of the nega�ve opinions 

of others. This confidence in who we are as Catholic is some-

thing that I know will serve our students well in their future. 

I had the pleasure of a0ending the Bishop's Shield Compe�-

�on in Dunedin last weekend.  Our students represented the 

College in an outstanding manner.  I am always so proud of 

the way our students represent the College and convey to the 

wider community just what Verdon is about.  I had significant 

feedback from other principals and staff of Kavanagh College 

on just how much our students contributed to the event.  I 

would like to congratulate all the students involved, along 

with the staff that supported these students leading up to this 

event, for the outstanding work that they achieved.  

    God Bless 

    Jarlath Kelly 

23 August  2013 

Bishop Shield 

Last weekend students from Verdon College travelled to 

Kavanagh College in Dunedin to par�cipate in the annual 

Bishop’s Shield compe��on along with the 3 other high 

schools in the Diocese.  20 students from year 9 through to 

year 13 competed in a range of ac�vi�es, including deba�ng, 

drama, scripture reading and speeches.  The team represent-

ed the school extremely well.  Sarah Hughes gained 1
st

 equal 

in the senior scripture reading sec�on and the junior de-

ba�ng team of Samantha Keene, Travis Oudhoff and Riley 

Place won their debate and got 1
st

 overall in the junior de-

ba�ng sec�on.  The Junior Drama team gained 2
nd

 place, as 

did the Senior Debaters who also won their debate.  Overall, 

it was an enjoyable and rewarding weekend for all involved. 

Sarah Hughes 

Samantha Keene, Travis Oudhoff, Riley Place 



 

Southland Basketball 

Recently there was an Otago

-Southland U13 Basketball 

Tournament in Dunedin.  

Both the Southland Boys’ 

and Southland Girls’ teams 

won.  Students form Verdon 

who were in these teams 

are: Kupa Hawea-White, 

Sahdina Anderson,  Tyra 

Dunn, Jacinta Henderson, 

Khyla Ma�u-Watson, Emily Place and Rubyjane Davis.  

Inter-School Table Tennis Compe�-

�on 

Congratula�ons to Shelley Mitchell and 

Laura Buckingham who recently received 

a Silver Medal at the Inter-school Table 

Tennis compe��on. 

 

Hockey News 

Congratula�ons to Kale Adamson 

who has been selected for the South-

land U15 Hockey Team and Henry 

McIntyre who has been selected for 

the Southland Hatch Hockey Team.  

Good luck for your upcoming compe-

��on’s.  

          From Father Mar�n 

                              It was a privilege to celebrate Mass on  

          our Patronal Day for out College Community.

          There was a great degree of par�cipa�on                     

                     from our students, through Readings, Pray- 

          ers,  Music and also helping for the first �me 

with distribu�on of Holy Communion.  Students had also creat-

ed some wonderful Art for the R.E Fair. 

The spirit of co-opera�on and par�cipa�on con�nued into the 

a#ernoon with various spor�ng ac�vi�es.  Speaking with both 

students and teachers it was obvious they were enjoying them-

selves.  I can hear the echo of Marys words in our celebra�on 

on her Feast Day as she says: ‘My Soul proclaims the Greatness 

of the Lord and my Spirit exults in God my Saviour!” 

God Bless 

Father Mar�n 

Bowls 

Congratula�ons to Amee Hope-

Johnstone who recently was 

awarded the Young Spirit indoor 

bowling club Championship Cer-

�ficate for 2013.  Amee was also 

a member of the triples champi-

onship team. 

Bishop Shield—Junior Drama Team 

Back Row:  Liam van Eeden, Jean-Mar�n Fabre, Toby Jenkins 

Front Row:  Jennifer Stone, Maria Sutherland 

More Pictures from Patronal Day Sports A'ernoon 

Henry McIntyre,  

Kale Adamson absent 



CALENDAR DATES 

FOR TERM 3 

25 Aug   Secondary School Deba�ng Compe��on 

27/30 Aug  Senior Examina�ons 

1/3 Sept  Year 13 Interviews with Joy Piper 

12 Sept  Interhouse Drama Compe��on 

13 Sept  Year 13 Retreat 

18 Sept  Level 1 Algebra Common Assessment Task 

16/19 Sept  Year 7 Camp at Waiora 

16/20 Sept  Maori Language Week 

19/20 Sept  Year 12 Retreat 

25 Sept  Blues Assembly 

25 Sept  SMAC Maths 

26 Sept  Interhouse Kapahaka Compe��on 

27 Sept  Term 3 Ends 

   End of Year Reports Posted for Senior students 

 

Year 12 PPE 

 

On Sunday the 12
th

 August the Year 12 PPE class travelled up the 

Remarakbles to complete their snow caving standard. This con-

sisted of walking up the ski field, digging their own caves and 

sleeping in them for two nights. The first night was an interes�ng 

experience, the students discovered the faults in their snow 

caves, where the leaks were, whether the floors were even and if 

their gear could stand the -6degree temperature’s. The first day 

was hard work, trying to get up the mountain and prepare our 

homes for the next two nights.  During the second day the class 

learned valuable search and rescue skills, burying transceivers, 

loading snow anchors and mountain safety. All this hard work 

was rewarded with races down the mountain on our pack liners 

and tarpaulins and by seriously good ‘energy filled’ foods. On the 

last day we headed down the mountain, stopping by a large face 

to abseil down – this was a good introduc�on to rock climbing 

unit which will be star�ng next week. The students and Miss Har-

rison had a fantas�c �me and we can’t wait for our next adven-

 



 Patronal Day 

On Thursday 15 August Verdon College celebrated our Patronal Day.  In the morning students celebrated with a Mass at St The-

resa’s followed by sports in the a#ernoon. 


