
Tena koutou katoa 

It has been a great start to the term and so 

pleasing to see the student come back to 

the final term of the year focussed on con-

�nuing the success of the last 3 terms. 

We have been very pleased to have been 

able to host the Educa�on Review Office 

team during the first week of term.  I was 

very proud to be able to welcome the ERO 

team with a haka powhiri in our new whare.  The ERO process 

con�nues over the next month before the final report will be 

published.  We have been pleased that we have been able to 

have discussions with the ERO team about the great number 

of posi�ve things that are happening in the College along with 

the variety of systems and structures that we con�nue to de-

velop to build upon our success in future years.  We have 

been very proud of the improvement in the College over the 

last few years and are very focused on building on that work 

in the coming years. 

I have spoken to the students at assembly about the need to 

keep pushing themselves towards reaching for their full po-

ten�al. For senior students external examina�ons are so im-

portant par�cularly for courses in the following year and fu-

ture career and educa�onal pathways.  I have been pleased 

with the number of students accessing revision opportuni�es 

with the staff in the College. I thank the staff of the college for 

providing these opportuni�es for students and encourage as 

many students as possible to make the most of these oppor-

tuni�es prior to their final examina�ons. 

I would ask that we support the endeavour of the PTA and 

their annual fundraising efforts with truffles. The PTA have 

done a fantas�c job raising money for the benefit of students 

of the College over the last couple of years.  I would encour-

age all students to get out and sell as many orders as possible 

and ask that as many students and parents as possible assist 

in  the making of truffles. 

God Bless 

Jarlath Kelly 

25 October  2013 

Year 7 Camp 

 

Monday 16 September through to Friday 20 September Year 

7 classes  arrived at school packed and an�cipa�ng  days of 

excitement and challenge ahead in Dunedin and at the 

Waiora scout  camp.  7MO and & KS headed away from Mon-

day to Wednesday and 7BE and 7MJ from Wednesday to Fri-

day.  

While one group departed for the Otago Museum for their 

science ac�vi�es and sleepover, the other group spent �me 

at the camp site plus a visit to Cadbury factory and Baldwin 

street, the steepest street in New Zealand. 

At the Museum students spent �me in the  Star Lab dome , 

working on science experiments and various ac�vi�es regard-

ing the Egyp�ans and mummifica�on. A ghostly walk around 

the museum in the dark finished off the days ac�vi�es. A visit 

to the bu?erfly enclosure and tour around the museum com-

pleted the Museum ac�vi�es.  

While all this was happening another group returned abso-

lutely filthy following the adventure masters ac�vi�es. These 

included abseiling down a cliff, assault course, archery, rifle 

shoo�ng and search and rescue. These exci�ng ac�vi�es 

were enjoyed by all and it was great to see some stepping 

outside their comfort zone. A camp fire with toasted marsh-

mallows was an excellent finish to the day. 

A visit to the newly revamped Early Se?lers Museum saw 

students spend �me in  a replica of the  sleeping and ea�ng 

quarters of a sailing boat and dress up in clothes from that 

era. Even the parents and teachers dressed up for the pho-

tos.  A visit to Moana pool was enthusias�cally received by all 

students before a sleepy ride home. 

Thanks must go to the parents who assisted with the trip as 

without their support the camps would  not have been possi-

ble. A huge thanks also to the teachers and teacher aides 

involved. 



 

Scholarships 
ILT Scholarships  
 

Congratula�ons to the following students who have this year 

been awarded an ILT Scholarship.  Each student receives $2000 

a year for three years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Hannah Grindlay          Brydon Harrington 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Dermot Hughes   Sarah Hughes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Tayla Kilsby   Taylor LeBreton 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

       Chris�ne Lieshout   Georgia McDonald   

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

       
       Bayley Millar      Stephen O’Brien 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
          Ella Prendergast                   Kelsi Ridden                                 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

    Thomas Robertson             Sammy Seau                                 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
    Danielle Shierlaw                             Peter Thurlow                                   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
   Jessica Wright 

 

Otago University Maori Pacifica 

Scholarship 

Congratula�ons to Sammy Seau who 

has been awarded a $10 000 Otago 
University Maori Pacifica Scholarship. 

 

         From Father Mar�n 
         As the year draws to a close I am aware that 

                     Senior Examina�ons are not far away.  It is a 
                     good �me for all of us to remember our Mo?o 

                     ‘Rely on God’.  Jesus is the person who models 

                     this mo?o for us—puIng his complete trust in 
                     God.  At every Mass/Eucharist he strengthens 

                     us to do likewise.  We can also make a visit to 

our church’s around the city to pray for inspira�on and guidance.  
The month of October is also a �me when we ask for Mary to 

help us to be more like her Son.  As a family or as individuals we 
could pray the Rosary to help us reflect more deeply on our faith. 

God Bless  

Father Mar�n 

Modern School of Music—Compe��on’s 

Congratula�ons to the following students who recently compet-

ed in the Southland Music Compe��ons in Gore:  
 
Samuel Cullen                   Guitar   3 first places and 1 second place 

Harrison Roderique          Piano    1 first place, 2 second places  
              and 1 third place 

Maria Sutherland        Piano     1 third place. 



CALENDAR DATES 

FOR TERM 4 

28 October   Labour Day 

6 November  Senior Prizegiving and Mass at 7pm in the 

   Hall 

8— 24 Nov  Year 8 Camps to Deep Cove 

28 November  Leavers Mass and Dinner 

29 November  Interhouse Lip Sync Compe��on 

30 Nov/4 Dec  Year 10 Borland Camp 

5 December  Junior Prizegiving star�ng at 7pm 

   Junior Reports are posted home.   

   Last day for students 

SMAC Maths 
Verdon was well represented in this 

annual compe��on, held on Wednes-

day 25 September, with two teams en-
tered for each year group. 

The Year 7 Verdon 2 team of Mathew 
Brooks, Pierre Fabre and Grace Prendergast did par�cularly well 

and came joint second with 155 points.  Narrowly losing in the 

�e-breaker which gave them a third placing overall. 
Each team should be proud of their performance in this fast 

paced, mathema�cal problem solving compe��on.  The teams 

were: 
Year 7 

Verdon 1: Breana Fahey, Joshua Garama, Kate MacManus, 
Brendan Peters. 

Year 8 

Verdon 1: Kaitlyn Calvert-Shandley, Sam Cullen, Mark Lieshout, 
Sam Thornbury 

Verdon 2: Dylan Holland, Thomas Lewis, Samantha Mennell, 

Kayla Wiering 
Year 9 

Verdon 1: Rhovie Calaunan, Connor MacDonald, Jackson 
McDonald, Riley Place 

Verdon 2: Keeghan Kelly, Daniel MacManus, Arachelli Taningco, 

Alex Thurlow 
Year 10 

Verdon 1: Liam Cullen, Alex Marshall, Andrew Reid, Harrison 

Roderique 
Verdon 2:  Rihitoto Albert, Nicole Chalmers, Hannah de Groot, 

Mileena Nathan. 

 Colours Awards 

 
Congratula�ons to the following students 

who received a colours award on Wednesday 

25 September: 
Liam van Eeden  Film Making 

Jean-Mar�n Fabre  Film Making 
Alex Thurlow   Squash 

Terry Thurlow  Squash 

Dermot Hughes  Rugby Refereeing 
Ben Boyle   Rugby 

Sammy Seau   Cricket 

Daniel Karsten  Volleyball 
George Lodge   Volleyball 

Zac Jackson-Barnes  Volleyball 
Brynn Murphy  Volleyball 

Ryan LeBreton  Badminton 

Clarke LeBreton  Badminton 
Shelley Mitchell  Table Tennis 

Beth Walker   Singing 

Maggie Townley  Singing 
Liam Cullen   Cross Country 

Liam Cullen   Athle�cs 
Kaitlyn Wheeler-Cross Cricket 

Kaitlyn Wheeler-Cross Football 

Michael Preddy  Football 
Nicole Anderson  Badminton 

Jacob Gear   Badminton 

Brynn Murphy  Badminton 
Laura Buckingham  Football 

Emma Prinsloo  Football 
Alasdair O’Reilly  Rugby 

Thomas Kennelly  Swimming 

Olivia Thornbury  Swimming 
Grace Dowling  Waterpolo 

Kale Adamson  Hockey 

Basketball 

 
Congratula�ons to the Junior A 

Girls team who recently won the 

Junior A Girls Basketball Compe�-
�on, they also were the round 

robin winner for this grade.   Con-
gratula�ons to Lucy Brown who 

was named 2013 Secondary School 

Junior Girls Most Valuable Player. 
 

The Senior B Girls team also were 

the round robin winner for the 
Senior B Girls Compe��on and 

placed Runners Up in the final. 
 

 

Congratula�ons also to the Junior 
A Boys who were the Junior A –

Pool B Winners.  

 
 

 
 

The Junior B Boys team were run-

ners up in the Junior B Boys sec-
�on. 

Sports Uniforms 

All sports uniforms not being used this term MUST be re-

turned by 1st November. All senior sports uniforms MUST be 
returned by 1st November. If uniforms are not returned 

sports fees will have to go up to pay for new uniforms. 



 

Blues 

On Wednesday 27th September Verdon College held a very special Assembly.  Congratula�ons to all our Blues recipients.  

Please see inside this newsle?er for the Colour recipients. 

 

 

 

 
 

Ben Simpson-Cadets             Kayne Duggan–            Sammy Seau-Cultural         Katherine Edwards-     Ella Prendergast- 

    & Pipe Band     Tae Kwon Do  & Academic   Cultural             Cultural & Academic 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Melissa Webb-                   Josef Winders—BMX             Robert Lindsay—                Sarah Hughes—               Hannah Grindlay- 

     St John Youth  & Cultural   Choir & Cultural                Public Speaking    Academic 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

      

        
            Taylor LeBreton -          Andrew Murray-               Brydon Harrington- 

             Academic             Academic                            Swimming 

Southland Rock Climbing Compe��on 

Congratula�ons to Mecaela Fraser (absent from photo), Tere-

sa Hardegger, Aidan O’Neill and Peter Thurlow who recently 

won the Senior Mixed Team event at the Southland Rock 

Climbing Compe��on.  Teresa also came 1st overall in the 

senior girls sec�on.  Aidan also placed 1st for the senior Boys 

with Peter coming 2nd. 


