
Tena koutou katoa 

 

We have come to the end of another very 

successful year and we are looking forward 

to celebra�ng the successes of our junior 

students at our upcoming prize-giving this 

Thursday evening, as our final event for the 

year.  Senior students have been finishing 

their examina�ons and these have gone very well and we are 

looking forward to our results next year which we are confi-

dent that they will build on our results in the last few years.  

  

Year 10 is currently on camp and year 8 classes have complet-

ed their camps at Deep cove. These camps provide excellent 

opportuni�es for our students to experience the outdoors 

and to learn new skills.  I would like to thank the staff and 

parents that have assisted us with the delivery of our 

camps.  We are very grateful for your support of the students 

of the College on their outdoor adventures. 

 

The planning for  next year is well underway and the Board of 

Trustees will be  making the dra, Charter available for feed-

back via email over the holiday period. Addi�onally over the 

holiday period we will be reviewing our College processes for 

suppor�ng the development of sports and cultural opportuni-

�es within the College, including the development of a sports 

council. We will be sending parents informa�on about some 

of these developments and how you can be involved before 

the new year 

 

Finally, I would like, on behalf of the staff of the College to, 

wish all students, parents and community members a safe 

and res/ul holiday period and a happy and holy Christmas. 

 

God Bless 

Jarlath Kelly 

29 November 2013 

Leavers Mass 

On Wednesday 27th  November  our Year 13’s had their final 

mass and leavers dinner.  We wish them all the very best for 

the future.  

Year 13 Leavers 

L-R  Stephen O’Brien, Hannah Grindlay, Ella Prendergast, 

Kelsi Ridden 



 
Maori Performing Arts Course 

 Sixteen of Verdon College Year 11 students as well as a 

group from SBHS have been involved in a Maori Performing 

Arts course at SIT during Terms 2 and 3 culmina�ng in a per-

formance on Friday 8 November. This splendid performance 

was in front of a large group of Kaumatua as well as friends 

and family of the students. The students were assessed for 

Maori NCEA credits.  

         From Father Mar�n 

         We celebrate this Sunday the Feast of ‘Jesus  

                    Christ, the Universal King’.  He said to his op- 

         ponents “My Kingship is not of this world.”   

                    His kingship was not about power and authori

-         ty but rather peace and jus�ce.  His authority 

is from God. 

Many of our Parish’s have this day as the day when their young-

er people make their First Holy Communion.  This will also in-

clude some students from our School.  There may be other stu-

dents wan�ng to become part of our Church Community.  Obvi-

ously learning about and receiving the Sacraments of Bap�sm, 

Confirma�on and Eucharist is part of what this involves.  It is 

possible for students to prepare for these Sacraments at Ver-

don College and receive them in their Parishes.  Please let my-

self or Mr Ross Buxton know if you are interested in this experi-

ence. 

We thank God for the year that has been and ask his blessing 

and protec�on over the holidays. 

God Bless 

Father Mar�n 

The Philippines Disas-

ter 

 

You can’t plan some 

things. When our own 

people  are suffering from 

a natural disaster, Cyclone 

Haiyan,  the call of prayer 

was immediate and loud.  

There was hurt from afar 

and suffering,  there was anxiety, someone's Aun�e has gone, 

the young ones never knew her but she was Mums sister.  Most 

rela�ves live away from the disaster but it is the old country. 

Most of us are aware of the needs of others around us but the 

needs from afar can seem remote un�l you look at your class 

mates and see that the new Kiwis are praying hard, personally 

penning words in broken English, a genuine despair call.  “What 

can we do”. 

A sausage sizzle is simple, the sausages and bread are cheap 

and a few teachers chip in for these, The children do the cook-

ing, make posters and their school mates come, some just want 

to give, there is a bit of chaos as we learn the tricks of manag-

ing a small crowd of hungry children, Bonna arrives and pro-

gress speeds up, the word is out, sausages are good .  

The cash register (Deep South Ice cream poGle) is counted and 

in 30 minutes we made over $235, which is odd because we 

lost the odd sausage to the ground and only cooked around 100 

Sausages. 

 Ka Inoi Tatou ,   Kia ora Kia ora 

Mountain Biking 

Congratula�ons to Brayden Holland 

who recently won the U16 category 

in the Southland MTB 

club/ Secondary School Mountain 

Bike Champs.  



CALENDAR DATES 

FOR TERM 4 and 

Start of 2014 

5 December  Junior Prizegiving star�ng at 7pm 

   Junior Reports are posted home.   

   Last day for students 

27 January 2014 Teacher Only Day 

28 January 2014 First day for year 7 and year 13 students  

      only 

29 January 2014 First day for year 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12  

      students.  (Year 7 and 13 do not  

      aGend. 

30 January 2014 All students aGend. 

 

Truffles 

Thank you to all parents/caregivers who helped with the 

PTA’s latest fundraiser making truffles.  We also wish to sin-

cerely thank the PTA for all their hard work.  This year the 

truffle fundraiser made approximately $10,000.00 

 

SIT—Programming Challenge 
Seven Year 10 Girls aGended the 

Programming Challenge for Girls, 
held last week at SIT. Maggie Har-

rington, Chloe de Groot, Hannah 

Orlowski, Shelley Mitchell, Mileena 
Nathan, Nicole Chalmers and Niamh 

Duggan spent the morning learning 

the Alice programming language, and then competed in pairs to 
complete a challenge. Niamh and Shelley ended up being the 

overall winners, compe�ng against teams from Central South-
land College and James Hargest College.  

DEEP COVE CAMP 2013 

For a bunch of teenagers, geOng up early is an extreme chal-

lenge, but once every year, the Year 8’s of Verdon College make 

an excep�on… DEEP COVE CAMP!!! It is a tradi�on that the Year 

7/8 Dean, Mr Smith, will forget an essen�al item for the 5 day 

adventure. This year was no excep�on. He forgot to give 8AT the 

fishing gear to take in! But thankfully this was sent in the next 

day. 

With 8AT being the first class into the Fiordland sanctuary, they 

had no idea what to expect. But they were in for a great experi-

ence, along with the rest of the us. 

Deep Cove is known for its wide range of amazing wildlife, and 

8BH got to experience some of this first-hand. On one par�cular 

night, a certain girl, Taryn Perrium was innocently siOng with 

her friends by a window at the hostel, when she got the fright of 

her life, as a “gorilla” opened the door and started to chase her. 

She ran to her dad and hugged him for dear life! Her classmates 

said they had never seen her run faster. 

Another great thing about Deep Cove is the bushwalks and wa-

terfalls. 8HD were lucky enough to have great weather and a 

teacher who was an expert on fitness, Mr Scobie. Their walks 

were one of their highlights, as well as the swimming hole. 

Although these camps were fun, personally, the best camp of 

the year was 8JS’s. Along with a great choir that accompanied 

them on the bus, (sincerest apologies to the bus driver!) they 

had a great group of students who gave everything a go, except 

their teacher, Mr. Smith, who a,er doing it 60 odd �mes, decid-

ed the walks were not his cup of tea – he blamed injury. 

When it came to the last day, everyone had mixed emo�ons 

about leaving. There was a part of us that wanted to stay and 

enjoy more of Deep Cove, but the other part wanted to go home 

and see our families,sleep in our own beds for a change and 

reunite ourselves with the essen�als of modern life – cell 

phones, Facebook and the internet. 

All in all, everyone had a great �me at Deep Cove, and we would 

like to thank all the teachers and parents that accompanied us 

on this once-in-a-life�me opportunity. Without you, camp 

wouldn’t be possible. 

Deep Cove is a place where lots of amazing memories are made, 

and it will be missed. The sandflies…not so much! 

 

Kaitlyn Calvert-Shandley & Mikaela Goodall 8JS 



 

Southland Speech & 

Drama Compe��on 

Congratula�ons to Blair 

Duthie who in the Septem-

ber school holidays com-
peted in the speech & dra-

ma compe��on. Blair 
placed: 

1st impromptu speech, 

2nd improvisa�on, 3rd test 

recital, 3rd character recit-

al, 3rd NZ Poet and Highly Commended at Reading at sight. 
Blair also won the Monique Williams cup for most promising 

over 11 years old. Blair has been accepted for the na�onal 

Youth Drama School. Blair also recently passed his Trinity Dra-
ma Exam with Dis�nc�on. 

Rugby News 

Congratula�ons to Fabian 

ScoG-Russell who while play-

ing for the Southland U48’s 

rugby team was selected for 

the South Island Tournament 

Team. 

 

A big congratula�ons to Sam 

Hogan who was named 

Southland U13 Player of the 

year. 

Southland Speech & Drama Com-

pe��on 

Congratula�ons to Shanay Fannin who 
also competed in the speech & drama 

compe��on in the September school 

holidays.  Shanay's results were: 

1st in Shakespearean recital, 1st in 
Humorous recita�on, 1st in Character 

recital, 1st in Test recital, 2nd in own 
selec�on and 3rd in recita�on by a NZ 

poet.  Shanay also received a cup for 

highest aggregate marks in the open class, another cup for 
the highest aggregate marks for girls across all classes and 

received an ILT scholarship for $100 for coming second across 
the 15+ years and open classes. 

Bandquest 2013 

Congratula�ons to Sam Cullen 

who was named “Best Guitarist” 

in the na�onwide Online 2013 

Rockshop Bandquest Regional 

Final.  

Kendo 

 

Hayden McClymont's achieve-

ment of the rank of Shodan (1st 

degree black belt) in Kendo at the 

age of 13 is notable not just in 

and of itself, but for the effect his 

Kendo journey has had on those 

around him. 

 
At the South Island champs held in Nelson at Labour weekend 

this year, Hayden received bronze. 

 


