
Kia Ora Koutou Katoa 

Welcome back to the College  for 

2014.  We have had the most posi�ve start 

to the school year.  Our College roll is 660 

and there is an extremely posi�ve vibe 

amongst the students of the College. I am 

pleased to spread the good news that we 

have achieved outstanding results again in 

NCEA examina�ons  I have included a preliminary analysis of 

the results in this newsle'er. Par�cularly pleasing has been 

the increase in Merit and Excellence endorsement.  

Our Powhiri and induc�on of year 7 students has again  been 

very posi�ve and successful process. Our new students are 

se'ling in very well and are con�nuing their introduc�on to 

the College through our peer support programmes with the 

year 13 students.  The year 13 students are helping them 

with their introduc�on to the College as their “older broth-

ers and sisters“ of the Verdon family. It has been great to 

see so many more year 13 students than ever before  taking 

up this leadership opportunity. 

Our Opening Mass was another great occasion involving the 

induc�on of our student leaders.  It was wonderful to see 

the church completely full with the increase in the roll. The 

Opening Mass is a wonderful  way  to celebrate our special 

Catholic character and to pray for blessing on our endeav-

ours  at the beginning of a new school year.   

We have been pleased to receive posi�ve feedback in our 

recent ERO report which acknowledges the work that we 

have been undertaking in the school over the last three 

years.  Included within the newsle'er is some posi�ve com-

ments from the report and instruc�on on how to access the 

complete report.  We are looking forward to con�nuing to 

work hard to deliver the best outcomes for all members of 

the College community and aspire towards excellence in eve-

rything we do. I look forward to working with you all again 

this year. 

God Bless     

Jarlath 

14 February 2014 

Opening Mass & House Picnic 

On Friday 7th February Verdon College celebrated our Open-

ing Mass at St Theresa’s.  This was followed by our Annual 

House Picnic.  The weather was amazing making this a more 

enjoyable fun filled day. 



 Sports Events  
in February 
 
Otago/Southland Secondary 
School Water Skiing Champs- 
16

th
 February 

Grades: You must be in years 9-
13 to enter. 
 
Southland Secondary Schools Equestrian Teams Event:  
16

th
 February 

Grades: The team must ride in a minimum of two grades. 
  
Southland Secondary School So@ball Champs- 17

th
 February 

Grades: Boys and Girls 
 
Otago Southland Secondary School Triathlon- 21 February 
Grades: Junior and Senior. You can enter mixed teams.  
 
Southland Secondary Schools Senior Touch Champs 
23 February- Grades: Seniors only (Yrs 11-13) 
 
Southland Secondary School Tennis Teams Champs 
24 February Grades: Girls, Boys and Mixed 
 
South Island Secondary Schools Adventure Race 
1

st
 March Grades: Girls, Boys and Mixed 

 
Sports to get involved with in term 1 
 
Waterpolo- Please sign your name at the main office 
 
Cricket- Please see Mr Haveron for more details 
 
Year 7 & 8 Basketball- Please return your permission form by 
Monday 10

th
 February 

 
Volleyball- Please return your permission form by Friday 14

th
 

February 
 
Wheelchair Basketball- Please return your permission form by 
Wednesday 19

th
 February 

 
Senior Netball- Trials are on 3.30-5pm in the gym on 10, 12 and 
14

th
 February 

 
Touch- Please return your permission form by Wednesday 12

th
 

February 
 
This term if you would like to play any of these sports you can 
pick up a permission slip from outside the sports office in the 
gym. This system will be replaced in Term 2 by an online regis-
tra�on system and our brand new Sport Web page which will 
have all Verdon College Sports informa�on on it. 

Netball Academy 
The South Zone Junior Netball 
Academy provides quality coach-
ing experiences to young netball-
ers of all abili�es. 
Interes�ng and fun, our players 
are taught fundamental skills, 
covering movement and fitness, 
ball skills, shoo�ng, a'acking and 
defending. A modified game at the end of each session gives 
players the opportunity to get some hands on prac�ce of the 
skills they learn. 
 
Confirm your spot today! Spaces are limited! 
LOCATION 
Stadium Southland – Invercargill  
COST 
$100 per par�cipant, per term 
 
www.netballsouth.co.nz  
(03) 2171303 
hannah.cou's@netballsouth.co.nz 

 

Netball Coaching 

We are looking for any parents or friends of 

the school who would be interested in 

coaching netball teams this year.  Please let 

Mary Marshall  know by either emailing her 

on  

mmarshall@verdoncollege.school.nz or by leaving a mes-

sage for Mrs Marshall at the office.  

Orienteering 
 
The first evening of our Summer Series of 
Orienteering in Queen's Park begins 
this Wednesday, 12th February (the oth-
ers are 19th, 26th Feb and 5th March) 
  
Signposted from Queen's Drive, you will find the start point in 
the car park between the Castle and the Cheeky Llama Café 
(which won't be open).  
  
Start �mes are between 5.30pm-6pm 
  
Maps $2 (you can share). 
  
Bring a pencil - bring your friends 
  
There will be 2 courses, short and longer, based on the Perma-
nent Course so it's ideal for families and those who haven't 
done much orienteering 
  
If it's raining, bring your raincoat as the event won't be can-
celled! 
  
As these courses aren't long or difficult, I'm sure you will have 
lots of energy le@ to come along to our AGM, 7.30pm at Alan 
and Trish's place, 59a Gladstone Terrace.  We'll even give you 
supper! 
  
If you need any more info ring me on 2131403 or have a look 
at the website www.sportsground.co.nz/soc 
 

         From Father Mar'n 

         It is good to have everyone back safe and 

        sound for the 2014 year. Welcome espe

         cially to all who are at Verdon College for 

        the first �me. It is heartening to know  the 

        NCEA Results at all levels con�nue to im-

prove every year. We also have a very healthy roll, which all 

adds to the posi�ve spirit within the College. 

It is good for us to start our year with Mass at St. Theresa's 

Church. We ask Jesus to strengthen us for all that lies ahead 

for each one of us this year. 

God Bless 

Father Mar�n 

 



“Students benefit from good-quality pasto-ral care, suppor�ng the development of well-rounded students “ 

“Roll-based results from NCEA in 2012 show 

that achievement is significantly higher than 

for similar schools na�onally for cer�ficates at 

all levels in NCEA, University Entrance and liter-

acy and numeracy at NCEA level 1” 

“The school’s curriculum is becoming increas-ingly effec�ve in promo�ng and suppor�ng stu-dents’ learning.” 

“The school has improved provision for its gi,-

ed and talented students.” 

“Maori students who spoke to ERO said they ap-

preciate the posi�ve efforts being made to im-

prove the way their iden�ty, culture and lan-

guage are being respected and responded to.” 

“The school is becoming better placed to sustain and improve its 

performance. 

There is a strong focus on improvement throughout the school. 

This can be clearly seen through the: 

• board’s coherent strategic direction and planning 

• principal’s commitment to high quality education for students 

and support for this from other school leaders 

• comprehensive analysis and interpretation of school-wide 

information that impacts on learners’ success 

• school-wide focus on individual student success 

• high expectations and useful guidelines to support staff to 

carry out their roles and responsibilities 

• increased collection and use of students’, teachers' and par-

ents' ideas and opinions to evaluate and improve programmes 

• other review activity that helps to identify what is going well 

and what needs to be improved 

• school’s increased capacity to resource and improve aspects 

of school operations and learning environments.” 

ERO Feedback 

We are pleased to share some of the posi�ve feedback, con-

tained within our latest ERO report, about some of the work that 

has been occurring within the College over the last few years. It 

has been pleasing to see within the report the  acknowledge-

ment of the very posi�ve level of success of our students and the 

affirma�ons of the direc�on that the school is heading in rela�on 

to developing processes and procedures within the College 

The full report can be viewed on the ERO website by accessing 

the link below. 

h'p://www.ero.govt.nz/Early-Childhood-School-Reports/School-

Reports/Verdon-College-14-01-2014  

“Students regularly consider their progress and achievement in useful ways. They are aware through the school’s fortnightly repor�ng system of their progress towards their goals and how well their a0tude towards their learning is con-tribu�ng to their progress.” 

“Students see their success celebrated in school as-

semblies, newsle1ers and le1ers home.”  

“Senior students have access to an increasing 

range of curriculum choices to be1er meet their 

interests and abili�es.” 



NCEA Results 
 
Roll Based Achievement 2013 
 
 

Year 11  NCEA Level 1   89% 
 

Year 12 NCEA Level 2    91% 
 

Year 13 NCEA Level 3    71% 
 
 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Historical Analysis of NCEA Achievement 2009– 2013 

Percentage of Students Achieving NCEA 

Historical Analysis of NCEA Achievement 2009– 2013 

Percentage of  Year 11 Students Achieving Endorsement in NCEA Level 1 

Historical Analysis of NCEA Achievement 2009– 2013 

Percentage of  Year 12 Students Achieving Endorsement in NCEA Level 2 

Historical Analysis of NCEA Achievement 2009– 2013 

Percentage of  Year 13 Students Achieving Endorsement in NCEA Level 3 

Roll Based Endorsement 2013 
 
 Year 11  NCEA Level 1  Endorsement 
 Merit Endorsement   30.4% 
 Excellence Endorsement 12.0% 
 Total endorsement   42.4% 
 
 Year 12 NCEA Level 2 Endorsement 
 Merit Endorsement   19.8% 
 Excellence endorsement 9.3% 
 Total Endorsement                29.1% 

 
 Year 13 NCEA Level 3 Endorsement 
 Merit Endorsement   19.7% 
 Excellence endorsement 8.5% 
 Total Endorsement  28.2% 



House Picnics 
 

House picnics were held a@er the school Mass.  

Houses lead by House leaders and Year 13 students 

organised ac�vi�es on an absolutely perfect sunny 

day.  It was great to see the new year 7 students 

geSng involved and having a great �me. 

 

Catherine House held their picnic at Anderson park.  

Along side the BBQ there was a visit from Mr Whip-

py. 

        The a@ernoon played out with a number of fun ac-

�vi�es and a great �me was had by all. 

 

Dominic House set up at Elizabeth park .  Apparently 

they had the best BBQ according to Olivia but clear-

ly had the best watery fun with the annual water 

slide taking to another level with the arrival of the 

Fire Brigade to supply a li'le extra water Thanks Mr 

Hika. 

 

Marian House took up residence for the a@ernoon 

at Sandy point. Great fun was had in the playground 

and paddling around on the edge of  the river.  Con-

gratula�ons to Mr Buxton who swam the width of 

the estuary to retrieve a lost Ball.   

 

Marcellin House made camp at Daffodil Bay .  Much 

fun and hilarity was had ending with races and lolly 

scrambles that demonstrated very clearly Marcellin 

compe��on spirit .  Water was supplied by Har-

degger Water Supply Service for the water fights 

and games. 

 

A great day was had by all 

 

 

House Leaders Induc'on 2014 



New College Staff 
 

Welcome to our New Staff Members for 2014 

 

Rachel Taylor  

Rachel is working as  

Teacher Aide at the Col-

lege. She has a background 

of working with high needs 

students in the past.  She  

has a love of  outdoors and 

has a keen interest in 

many outdoor ac�vity. 

 

 Libby Jamieson  

       Libby is an experience 

 teachers of English.  She 

 has just returned to New 

 Zealand from Thailand with 

 her new family.  Libby will  

 be Teaching English Social 

 Studies and Religious Edu

 ca�on 

 

 

Melanie Cairns  

Melanie is a recent immi-

grant from Scotland. Mela-

nie has a degree in Theolo-

gy and History.  She will be 

teaching religious studies, 

History and Social Studies.    

 

 

 

Susanna Greaves  

Susanna was employed at 

the College as a long term 

reliever last year .We are 

very pleased to welcome 

Susanna onto the staff as a 

permanent teacher of 

Maths Science and Physical 

educa�on.   

 

 

Verdon College  

Sports Development 
 

As part of our overall College development we are looking 

at how best to support the involvement and success of 

our students in their spor�ng and cultural endeavours. 

 

There have been on going discussions with a number of 

spor�ng areas in rela�on to how we might best structure 

our spor�ng areas to best effect. 

To this end we will be developing a sports council made 

up of staff and parent representa�ves from individual larg-

er sports and clusters of smaller sports 

 

It is envisaged that this council will: 

Develop a framework to support all sports. 

Provide a vehicle for feedback for all sports. 

Develop expecta�ons for sports codes and teams. 

Work towards increasing opportuni�es for our students 

Support our student coaches and managers. 

Iden�fy and support of talented individuals. 

Support an increase in the par�cipa�on in sports. 

Support quality coaching of all teams. 

Develop the level of success of our sports teams. 

 

We are interested in developing a genuinely collabora�ve 

structure between College staff, students and parents to 

best achieve outcomes for our students and spor�ng areas. 

 

As a first step we will be communica�ng with parents, in 

the very near future, to gauge  your level of interest in be-

ing involved in coaching managing a or administra�on of a 

sports teams.  We are also interested in hearing from par-

ents and friends of the school with spor�ng exper�se to 

work along side College staff as part of the sports council. 

 

To support the sports councils work  we are looking to de-

velop robust club or cluster structures to support individual 

sports and to feed ideas into the sports council. 

 

Ini�ally we would be looking to set up, or further develop, 

club structures for  Rugby , Netball, Basketball, Football  

and Cricket and cluster structures for groups of sports as 

the three examples below demonstrate 

Gym sports– badminton, table tennis , volleyball etc. 

Mul�sport—cycling, athle�cs, swimming,  waterpolo etc. 

Outdoor sports—climbing, kayaking, adventure racing etc. 

 

Obviously we would eventually like to develop this model to 

include every sport  and we are happy to hear your ideas 

on this. 

 

If you would like to express your interest in being part of 

the ini�al stages of this development for any of the 

spor�ng areas outlined above please contact: 

 

 Mark Scobie mscobie@verdoncollege.school.nz  

or  

Sarah Mollison sports@verdoncollege.school.nz 

Extension Mathema'cs Classes 

Extension Mathema�cs classes begin for students in years 9 

and 10 next week.  Iden�fied students across all classes at 

years 9 and 10 will be able to par�cipate in extension math-

ema�cs class.  Classroom teachers will be in contact with 

students early next week to let them know about the classes 

and the scheduled �mes. 

If you have any further ques�on please feel free to contact 

our Head of Mathema�cs Learning Area Jane Priestley via 

email jpriestley@verdoncollege.school.nz 



CALENDAR DATES 

FOR TERM 1 

5 March  Ash Wednesday 

7 March  Southland Secondary Athle�cs 

10—12 March 901 & 903 on Camp at Lake Mavora 

12—14 March 902 & 904 on Camp at Lake Mavora 

12 March  Year 11 Geography trip to Gore 

18/19/20 March Year 7/8 Parent Teacher Interviews 

21 March  Interim Reports Posted 

21 March  Teacher Only Day 

27 March  Sheilah Winn Compe��on 

3 April   Year 9—13 Parent Teacher Interviews 

6/7/8 April  Year 12 Physical Educa�on Rail Trail 

10/11 April  Year 13 Geography Trip to Rakiura Island 

13/14 April  Senior Quadrangular Tournament at St  

        Peter’s College Gore 

16 April  Colours Assembly 

17 April  Interhouse Cross Country 

   Last Day of Term 

 

HPV Immunisa'on in Schools 2014 

 

The Human Papilloma Virus 

(HPV) vaccine is offered at 

school to Year 8 girls.  Consent 

forms which include infor-

ma�on about the immunisa�on will be sent home shortly.   

 

The school based programme will commence in all Southland 

Schools in term one. 

 

For more informa�on please: 

view the following websites 

www.moh.govt.nz/immunisa�on 

www.cervicalcancervaccine.govt.nz  

 

watch ‘The story of HPV’ on YouTube to find out more about 

HPV and its preven�on. 

 

contact the HPV Immunisa�on Team at  (03)214 6436, 

0800 800 249  

Physiotherapy  

Just a reminder that we have a SportsMed physiothera-

pist who comes into school every Tuesday and Thursday 
to treat injuries.  To make an appointment for this please 

get the correct forms from the office.  A parent or guard-

ian must sign these before treatment begins.  This means 
students do not have to leave the 

school grounds during teaching �me. 

 



 

Triathlon 

Congratula�ons to Olivia Thorn-

bury who was selected and a'end-

ed (1 of 60 students) the New Zea-

land Triathlon Development Camp 

in Auckland. 

Basketball 

Congratula�ons to Lucy Brown 

who was selected for the South 

Island under 17 Basketball team 

that toured Australia in the holi-

days. 

Athle'cs 

Well done to Liam Cullen who rep-

resented the college at the Na�onal 

Secondary School Athle�cs Champi-

onships in the holidays. 

So<ball  

Congratula�ons to Alex Thurlow 

who was selected for the South 

Island U15 So@ball Tournament 

team in the holidays. 

House Picnic’s (cont) 


