
Kia ora koutou katoa 
 

I have had the pleasure of showing some 
visitors around our school over the past 

few weeks.  Having talked to them about 

what our school stands for and enthusias�-
cally sharing the merits of our students I 

am so pleased that I am always able to visit 

classrooms where they can see that in ac-
�on in the everyday interac�on between 

students and staff.  I am always proud that our Special Char-
acter is evident both in the way our students interact and in 

the support that they have for each other. 

 
Verdon College is very proudly a Catholic school and this re-

quires us to enact the teaching of Jesus and our gospel val-

ues in our everyday lives. This o$en is not easy par�cularly 
when we are asked to put others before ourselves and to 

forgive others. As part of our ongoing discussion with stu-
dents at assemblies, on how we can live our lives in a Catho-

lic way and as effec�ve Verdon College family members,  we 

have been exploring the idea that we can express our faith in 
the small things that we do each day in the service of others 

rather than ourselves.  I have also spoken with the students 
about how we need to persevere to express our talents and 

consider how we treat each other and recognise the talents 

in each other. It is an important ma(er to consider that how-
ever good we are in expressing our faith and values we could 

always be be(er.  As a school community we are focused on 

con�nual improvement in many areas and I believe that the 
con�nued development of our Catholic character should not 

be an excep�on to this focus on improvement. 
 

I would like to congratulate all students involved in our pro-

duc�on ‘The Sound of Music’.  The Produc�on is a great 
demonstra�on of what can be achieved with hard work and 

teamwork.  I would like to thank all of those volunteers and 

sponsors involved in making our Produc�on possible. With-
out your assistance we would not be able to present this Pro-

duc�on to the Verdon College community. 
 

Finally, I would ask that you pray for all those within our com-

munity that are struggling with serious illness at this 
�me.  We ask for God's grace to be with them towards their 

full recovery. 

 
     God Bless 

     Jarlath Kelly 

23 May 2014 

The Sound of Music 

Congratula�ons to the Cast of The Sound of Music on an amaz-

ing produc�on.  Tickets are s�ll available to this weekends 
performances.  Tickets can be bought at Stadium Southland or 

at the door 

on the day. 

 

 



 

Upcoming sports available: 

 

Please look at our Verdon Sportspage for more informa�on, 

h(p://www.sportsground.co.nz/verdon/  

 

Social Doubles Tennis 

$50 per student 

($60 per adult- adult teams register 

with Tennis Southland directly) 

Thursday's 7.15 and 8pm 

Velodrome 

 

Squash 

$25 per student 

Year 7 & 8 Compe��on-

 Wednesday 

Years 9 & above compe��on-

 Thursday 

Onslow Street Courts 

 

Junior Catholic Schools Tourna-

ment 

Wednesday 18th June 

Dunedin 

Teams involved: 

Netball- 7A, 8A, Year 9 and Year 10 

teams TBC 

Basketball- Year 7 & 8 Boys & Girls 

teams, Junior A Boys & Girls 

Rugby- Year 7 & 8, U15 team 

All students will be advised if they are 

in teams.  

 

         From Father Mar"n 

         As we come towards the end of the Easter  

         Season we will next month celebrate five Sun-
         days of important feasts in our Catholic faith.  

         These are; Ascension of the Lord, Pentecost, 

         Holy Trinity, Body and Blood of Christ and fi- 
         nally the Feats of Saints Peter and Paul; Apos-

tles.  These Feasts are all meant to help us grow stronger in our 

faith.  Jesus must ascend to his Father in heaven before he can 
send in his Spirit at Pentecost.  The Trinity of the Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit is then established. 
 

What has all this to do with our young people today?  I believe 

it is the founda�on in which they build their lives upon.  In prac-
�cal ways how is all this going to help them?  Again, it is only 

my personal opinion but, if our lives are shaped by the life of 
the Trinity there is no limit to what we can accomplish.  But 

surely the Trinity is a difficult concept to grasp?  Again I say Yes, 

but we enter very much into the mystery of the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit every �me we gather for Mass/Eucharist.  It is all 

there for us.  The Eucharist is the Source and Summit of our 

Chris�an lines as Va�can II reminds us.  It is from the Eucharist 
that we are strengthened to go out to love and serve our follow 

human beings.  As Pope Francis has said in his latent Encyclical 
en�tled ‘The Joy of the Gospel’ 

 

If we are to share our lives with others and generously give of 
ourselves, we also have to realise that every person is worthy 

of our giving.  Not for their physical appearance, their abili�es, 

their language, their way of thinking, or for any sa�sfac�on that 
we might receive, but rather because  they are God’s infinite 

tenderness, and he himself is present in their lives.  Jesus 
offered his precious blood on the cross for that person.  Ap-

pearances notwithstanding, every person is immensely holy and 

deserves our love.  Consequently, if I can help at least one per-
son to have a be(er life, that already jus�fies the offering of my 

life.  It is a wonderful thing to be God’s faithful people.  We 

achieve fulfilment when we break down walls and our heart is 
filled with faces and names! 

 
God bless 

 

Father Mar�n 

Dance 

Patrice Brookland & Taylor 

Lock who dance with La 

Muse, were chosen to 

dance in the  window of 

Trevor Daley Music Works 

with the Java Dance Com-

pany, last week. "1000 

Smiles - The Window Se-

ries" which also featured company dancers, was to bring dance 

to Invercargill's CBD during the Southland Fes�val of the Arts, 

with a different theme each day.  

Physiotherapy  

Just a reminder that we have 

a SportsMed physiotherapist 

who comes into school every 

Tuesday and Thursday to 

treat injuries.  To make an 

appointment for this please 

get the correct forms from the office.  A parent or guardian 

must sign these before treatment begins.  This means stu-

dents do not have to leave the school grounds during 

teaching �me 

Teachers Only Day 

Just a reminder that Friday 30th May is a  

Teachers only day.  Enjoy the long week-

end. 



CALENDAR DATES 

FOR TERM 2 

 

 

 

 

Southland Secondary Schools’ Cross Country 

 

On Wednesday the 14th of May, seventeen students at-
tended the Southland Secondary School's Cross Country. 
All students ran their hardest resulting in some very pleas-
ing results. The team was spearheaded by veterans Liam 
Cullen and Olivia Thornbury, who both came first in the 
Under 16 category. Well done to all who competed and we 
look forward to a sim-
ilar turnout next year. 
 
Results: 
 
Under 13 Girls 
Nellie Boyle 5th 
Amy Crosswell 13th 
Tegan Cross 17th 
Ella Dow 21st 
Hayley Thurlow 28th 
Lily Henderson 29th 
 
Under 13 Boys 
Jayden Millane 12th 
James Price 20th 
Laurent Edwards 29th 
 
Under 14 Girls 
Maria Sutherland 9th 
Abby Humm 14th 
 
Under 14 Boys 
Sam Thornbury 5th 
Eli Winders 11th 
Jack Leadley 17th 
 
Under 16 Girls 
Olivia Thornbury 1st 
 
Under 16 Boys 
Liam Cullen 1st 
Dylan Van der Schuit 36th  

 Gore Half Marathon 

Congratula�ons to Liam Cullen who was 2nd in the junior sec-

�on of the Gore Half Marathon.  

19/25 May School Produc�on Week “Sound of Music” 

30 May Teacher Only Day  

2 June  Queens Birthday 

14 June School Ball 

18 June Junior Catholic Schools Sports Tournament 

19 June Big Sing 

26/27  June Year 11 Retreats 

4 July  Interhouse Music Fes�val 

4 July  End of Term 

  Mid Year Reports Posted 

 



 

 


