
Kia ora koutou katoa 

 

Last Friday was the feast of St Marcellin the 

founder of the Marist Brothers.  His story of 

contribu�on and faith is an inspira�onal 

one that con�nues to inspire us today. 

The Marist Pillars, Presence, Simplici-

ty, Family Spirit, Love of Work and In the 

Way of Mary are part of our Verdon V8 

values. We espouse that we are supported or guided by our 

V8 values, however Marcellin's example asks of us, or re-

quires us, to do more than consider these values. We need to 

act in an everyday manner that brings life and in a way that 

serves our Catholic faith and benefit those around us.  It is 

also �mely to consider and reflect on these pillars and to con-

sider ourselves how we are living these values and what we 

are doing as members of the Verdon Community to live these 

values in our everyday lives. 

 

I have been pleased to see the very large numbers of students 

achieving posi�ve results in our fortnightly reports system 

along with good progress in NCEA assessments in the senior 

school.  We have been asking our senior students to con�nue 

to develop their study and to con�nue to challenge them-

selves to achieve to the highest level possible aiming for sub-

ject endorsement along with overall cer�ficate endorsement. 

I would encourage each and every student to con�nue their 

hard work in the pursuit of their academic goals at this stage 

of the year. 

 

I have managed to get around a number of games in the last 

few weeks and have been very pleased to see the team work 

displayed by students.  It is great to see so many of our stu-

dents involved in so many spor�ng ac�vi�es that we have to 

offer through the College. 

 

Finally, please keep in your prayers all those members of our 

community that are dealing with illness at this �me and we 

pray for their full recovery. 

 

   God Bless 

   Jarlath Kelly 

6 June 2014 

Sheilah Winn Shakespeare Compe��on 

For the second year in a row Verdon College was selected to 

represent the Southland region at the Na�onal Sheilah Winn 

Shakespeare fes�val.  The group consisted of six students: 

Shaun Swain, Kameron Corbin, Shanay Fannin, Kathleen Ad-

ams, Meg Kelly and Travis Oudhoff.  They spent Queen’s 

Birthday weekend par�cipa�ng in the fes�val, which includ-

ed workshops, career presenta�ons, and, of course, perfor-

mances from the winners of the regional compe��ons.  Ver-

don College performed a very striking selec�on of scenes 

from Macbeth in the student directed 5 minute sec�on.  

Shaun Swain and Kameron Corbin, both year 13, directed 

the piece, which won Best Costume Design in the student 

directed sec�on.  We also had success in the Sta�c Image 

compe��on with Tilly van Eeden, a year 10 student, gaining 

second place in this na�onal compe��on.  Overall, it was a 

successful and enjoyable weekend for everyone involved  



 

Milton Relay 

On Wednesday the 4th of June, eight compe�tors from Ver-

don College aBended the Annual Otago Southland Milton 

Relay. Milton produced a fantas�c day for the compe�tors 

and was very professionally run. The Senior Mixed team of 

Liam Cullen, Samantha Nielsen, Michael Preddy and Miri-

yana Godsell-Slade gained 3rd place in their event. The Jun-

ior Mixed team consis�ng of Sam Thornbury, Rhovie Ca-

launan, Maria Sutherland and Dylan van der Schuit finished 

4th in their event. Congratula�ons to all of our compe�tors 

who ran their hardest and represented Verdon College very 

well at this event.   

         From Father Mar�n 

         During the past two weeks we have celebrated 

          Feast Days in our Church, namely the Ascen-

          sion of our Lord and Pentecost.   

          When speaking about the Ascension I made  

                      three points during my homily: 

1) Unless Jesus went to heaven he wouldn't be able to send 

us his Spirit i.e. Jesus had to ascend to heaven in order for 

his Spirit to come to us. 

2) Where Jesus has gone we one day hope to follow 

3) To be with Jesus in heaven we need to be close to him 

here on earth.  Whenever we take �me to pray in any 

way, we are trying to come closer to Jesus.  As Catholics, 

the Mass or Eucharist is the closest we can come to Jesus 

on this earth. 

We celebrate the ‘birth of our Church’ each year on Pentecost 

Sunday.  The Holy Spirit breathes the life of Jesus into the Apos-

tles and they are empowered to preach and witness to the Good 

News of the Gospel.  At every Pentecost we pray for a renewed 

sense of the Holy Spirit leading and guiding us through life. 

Perhaps James. K. Baxter sums up this movement of the Spirit in 

his poem 

 ’ Song to the Holy Spirit’  

 

Lord, Holy Spirit 

You blow like the wind in a thousand paddocks, 

Inside and outside the fences,  

You blow where you wish to blow. 

 

Lord, Holy Spirit, 

You are the sun who shines on the liBle plant, 

You ware him gently, as you give him life, 

You raise him up to become a tree with many leaves 

 

Lord, Holy Spirit, 

You are the mother eagle with her young, 

Holding them in peace under your feathers. 

On the highest mountain you have built your nest, 

Above the valley, above the storms of the world, 

Where no hunter ever comes. 

 

Lord, Holy Spirit, 

You are the bright cloud in whom we hide, 

In whom we know already that the baBle has been won. 

You bring us to our Brother Jesus 

To rest our heaps upon his shoulder 

 

Lord, Holy Spirit, 

You are the kind fire who does not cease to burn,  

Consuming us with flames of love and peace,  

Driving us out like sparks to set the world on fire 

 

Lord, Holy Spirit, 

In the love of friends you are building a new house, 

Heaven is with us when you are with us. 

You are singing you song in the hearts of the poor. 

Guide us, wound us, heal us.  Bring us to the Father. 

The Art of Learning 

On Monday 16th June or Tuesday 

17 June the Year 10 students at 

Verdon College will be involved in 

the Lance King's 'The Art of Learn-

ing'. This is a programme designed 

to help students to create the best 

mental state for concentra�on and reten�on of infor-

ma�on. This is the third �me Verdon College students have 

taken part in this excellent programme. The response has 

always been posi�ve and the students have felt they have 

developed skills to assist with their learning.  



CALENDAR DATES 

FOR TERM 2 

 

14 June School Ball 

16/17 June Year 10 Art of Learning 

18 June Junior Catholic Schools Sports Tournament 

19 June Big Sing 

26/27  June Year 11 Retreats 

4 July  Interhouse Music Fes�val 

4 July  End of Term 

  Mid Year Reports Posted 

12 PPE  

 

On Tuesday 2nd June 12PPE had a Caving internal assessment.  

Great fun was had by all. 

 

Highlights: 

Georgia falling into a deep hole. 

Thomas swimming to the end of the cave. 

David and Liam worried they wouldn't make the squeeze. 

 

Table Tennis 

Congratula�ons to Shelley Mitchell who competed in the 

South Island table tennis teams event during Queens birthday 

weekend in Timaru. Shelley and her partner came 4th in the 

under 18 girls sec�on.  

 

Shelley also competed in the South Canterbury Open placing 

4th in the under 18 singles, 3rd in the under 18 doubles, and 

2nd in the under 21 singles.  

Film Compe��on 

The year 11 film makers from GATE, 

Liam van Eeden, Tapani Maka, Jean-

Mar�n Fabre, Martel Anderson and 

Travis Oudhoff have just entered their 

film 'Denuncia�on' into the Rodes 

interna�onal Film compe��on. They 

need as many of our community/

friends to watch this very short film and the making of it and 

vote for them before the end of next week. Click on the fol-

lowing link to view 

hBp://www.rodemic.com/myrodereel/watch/606 

 

Please vote for them. They need your support 



 The Sound of Music 

A big congratula�ons to all the Staff and Students who once again entertained our community with an amazing produc�on of 

The Sound of Music.  This show would not have been possible without the support of our sponsors.  A big thank you to the 

following sponsors who generously contributed to this event. 

 


