
Kia ora koutou katoa 

On Friday we celebrated the Patronal day and 

the Assump�on of Mary at Mass at St There-

sa’s.  This Mass was a wonderful expression 

of our College's and communi�es collec�ve 

faith.  I was par�cularly proud of the leader-

ship of the liturgy by our senior students 

along with the prayerful reverence displayed 

by students in a&endance. 

Last week we celebrated St Dominican Day.  Each of these occa-

sions is a �me  to reflect on our College values reflect on the 

example our founders and founding orders  have provided us.  It 

is a �me to ask ourselves are we truly living our values and if not 

to take steps to move closer to lives guided by our Gospel and 

school values. 

It was my great pleasure to be with the students of the Bishop's 

Shield team to witness their performances on the way.  What 

made me par�cularly proud was the number of comments from 

staff from other schools about the open and friendly nature of 

our students at such a hard fought and compe��ve compe�-

�on.  I would like to congratulate the students on their success 

and representa�on of the College. I would also like to thanks the 

staff that have supported our students in their prepara�on and 

over the Bishop's Shield weekend.  Your input in assis�ng our 

students success at this event is invaluable and greatly appreciat-

ed. 

I also had the pleasure of watching two of our rugby teams in 

their finals the other week. I was so proud of the boys and their 

efforts this year and we are looking forward seeing where these 

boys take their rugby in the future. I have been very proud of our 

collabora�on with Aurora College and 

Te Wharekura Arowhenua in proving opportuni�es for their boys 

within our rugby teams .  I would like to thank the boys and 

their whanau for the contribu�on that they have made to the 

success of these teams . 

I would like to wish all those students involved in other sports all 

the best for the final weeks of their season and any upcoming 

finals that they may have in the next few weeks. 

Finally, I would ask that we keep in our prayers all those mem-

bers of our community that are struggling through serious illness 

or the serious illness of their family members.  We pray for their 

full recovery and for the gi3 of strength for family members at 

this �me. 

 

    God Bless 

    Jarlath Kelly 

18 August 2014 

Bishop’s Shield 

It had been 11 long years since Verdon had clutched the Bish-

op’s Shield in victory.  That all changed on the 10
th

 August.  

A3er a hard fought ba&le by all 20 members of the team over 

the weekend, Verdon emerged triumphant.  

We began the weekend in winning style, with Henry More’s 

excellent prepared speech righ=ully gaining first place.  Satur-

day evening delivered more success – Jack King’s wi&y im-

promptu speech gained the laughter of the audience and 1
st

 

place, while the junior drama team of Mikaela Goodall, Kait-

lyn Calvert-Shandley, Maria Sutherland, Chelsea Cosgrove 

and Sarah Hoffman also won with their superb ac�ng in a 

clever interpreta�on of a parable as a Lady Gaga concert.  We 

knew that one more win would put us in reach of the coveted 

shield, and Tilly van Eeden delivered that in style on Sunday 

morning in Junior Scripture.   

Going into the prizegiving, we thought we might be in with a 

chance, which was furthered when Imelda Wilkes, Liam van 

Eeden and Tapani Maka got second overall in the senior de-

ba�ng sec�on.  As the rest of the prizes were read out, we 

waited with bated breath un�l Tony Hanning u&ered those 

magical words …”The winner is VERDON COLLEGE!”  Students 

leapt to their feet in celebra�on and there were hugs and 

high fives all round.  With a standing ova�on from the other 

schools, the team swamped the stage to claim their prize.   

A massive congratula�ons to all members of the team – a 

well-deserved win!  

 



 
          From Father Mar�n 

          It was great to see our Bishop’s Shield team  

                     win this pres�gious trophy last weekend.                       

          This is the most sought a3er trophy contest-

          ed between the four Catholic Schools in our 

          diocese. 

Public-speaking is not something that everyone enjoys doing.  It 

has been said it is something that people fear the most.  But as 

I said at Assembly, somewhere along the way we will need to 

speak in public.  The more we can embrace/overcome our fear 

the more we can appreciate the privilege it is to speak in from 

of people. 

Both the prophet Jeremiah and St Paul were reluctant speak-

ers……..but they know that God would help them to say what 

they had to say.  St Paul says that ‘when I am weak, then I am 

strong’. 

I'm sure that our School Mo&o ‘Rely on God’ helped our stu-

dents to win the Bishop’s Shield. 

I hope we can keep the momentum going and well done to 

those teachers, family and others who help prepare our stu-

dents. 

God Bless 

Father Mar�n 

R.E Fair 

Year 7 

Ashleigh Brooking   1st –Saints Poster 

Jan Janerol    2nd -Saints Poster 

Te Wai Ora Te Patu   3rd—Saints Poster 

 

Teagan Cross, Emma Kelly & 1st—Video 

Makensie Waddell 

 

Caitlin Smith    1st—Wri&en 

Carly Agnew-Wilson   2nd– Wri&en 

Haley Thurlow   3rd=—Wri&en 

Georgie Brown   3rd= - Wri&en 

 

Connor Douglas   1st—Social Jus�ce Poster 

Mheltricia Tolen�no   2nd—Social Jus�ce Poster 

Laurent Edwards   3rd—Social Jus�ce Poster 

 

Sebas�an Fabre, Jack Kissell & 1st—Song 

Joshua Meulenbroek 

 

Year 8 

Julianne Diamse   1st—Saints Poster 

Brendan Peters   2nd—Saints Poster 

Maggie Townley   3rd– Saints Poster 

 

Hannah Perriam   1st—Wri&en 

Kate MacManus   2nd—Wri&en 

Jack Pagan    3rd—Wri&en 

 

Claudia Baird    1st—Social Jus�ce Poster 

Molly Ba&    2nd—Social Jus�ce Poster 

Trinity Te Patu   3rd—Social Jus�ce Poster 

 

Willow Gush    1st—Movie 

Pierre Fabre, Sam Perriam, Guy 2nd—Movie 

Copeland, Bruce O’Reilly, Kieran 

Ballantyne-Anderson 

 

Year 9  

Kupa Hawea-White, Aus�n   1st –Saints Poster 

Benne& 

Natalie Halder   2nd-Saints Poster 

 

Lance Daleon    1st-Wri&en 

Peter Grotemarsink   2nd-Wri&en 

 

Teisha O’Connor   1st-Social Jus�ce Poster 

Shannon Brooking   2nd-Social Jus�ce Poster 

Hayley Locket    3rd=-Social Jus�ce Poster 

Khyla Ma�u-Watson   3rd=-Social Jus�ce Poster 

 

Ryan Isaacs    1st Musical 

 

 

 

 

 

PADI Open Water Diver 

Congratula�ons to Samantha Nielson and 

Thomas Kennelly who have recently com-

pleted their PADI open water diver cer�fi-

cate. 

Badminton 

Congratula�ons to Clarke LeBreton 

who won the Southland U17 �tle 

and also won the boys singles �tle at 

the championships held recently in 

Christchurch.  Clarke is currently ranked 16th in New Zealand 

for U17 Badminton. 

Ryan LeBreton was a member of the Southland U19 side that 

finished 2nd at the SouthIsland Junior Badminton Champion-

ships.  Ryan is currently ranked 6th New Zealand for U19 Bad-

Table Tennis 

Congratula�ons to Shelley Mitchell and 

Madison Brown who recently placed 4th at 

the Southland Secondary Schools Table Ten-

nis. 



CALENDAR DATES 

FOR TERM 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 3 

17/18   Girls Football Tournament at Wyndham 

18/19/20/21 Aug Senior Exams 

22 Aug  Teacher Only Day—Students do not a&end  

  school. 

25/29 Aug Year 7 Camp 

10 Sept Year 11 History trip to Arrowtown 

11 Sept Interhouse Drama 

17 Sept Sing Out Choir performs at Civic Theatre 

17 Sept Year 12/13 History trip to Arrowtown 

18/19 Sept Year 12 Retreat 

24 Sept Blues Assembly 

26 Sept End of Term 3 

  Senior reports posted home 

Boys Football 

The Boy's 1st 11 had a hard fought win on Wednesday 13 Au-

gust against a spirited Waka�pu side. They played at Jacks Point 

with incredible scenery and four seasons worth of weather. 

They made an excellent start to the game when captain Michael 

Preddy scored arguably the goal of the year (so far) when he 

spo&ed the keeper off his line from 30 yards out and judged his 

dipping shot perfectly over the keeper's head. The last 15 

minutes of the game were played with a snow blizzard sweep-

ing over the field leaving the boys pre&y happy with their victo-

ry as they hit the changing room. The character that Verdon 

showed on Wednesday when facing a strong challenge was fan-

tas�c and has put them in good stead to con�nue their unbeat-

en run in the compe��on. The week before the team had a 3-1 

win over Central Southland College. 

Tap Dancing Compe��on 

Congratula�ons to the following stu-

dents for their placings at the Tap Danc-

ing Compe��ons held in Oamaru recent-

ly: 

Makensie Waddell 1st in the U12 sec-

�on 

Aimee Brookland 4th,3rd & 5th, Very 

Highly Commended  in the U14 sec�on 

Samantha Nielsen 2nd, 3rd, High Commended and Very  

   Highly Commended in the 15 years and  

   over sec�on 

The Spirit of Adventure 
 
The Spirit of Adventure has the 
following berths available for 
2015: 
 
694 3 – 12 July 2015  Auckland to Auckland
 Female 
702 22 November – 1 Dec 2015  Auckland to Napier 
 Female 
703 6 – 15 December 2015 Wellington to Wellington
 Male 
704 15 – 24 December 2015 Wellington to Wellington
 Male 
705 28 Dec – 6 January 2015 Wellington to Nelson
 Female 
 
If you are interested in a space, please contact the Careers De-
partment to discuss costs. 
 

Makensie Wadell 

Year 7/8 Speech Compe��ons 

Year 7 

1st Aimee Brookland;  2nd Emma Kelly 

Year 8 

1st Hurihia Tawaroa; 2nd Bradley Carson-Fearn 

These students will now compete in the Crea�ve Southland 

Speech Compe��on being held this Thursday.  Congratula�ons 

to them all and all the best for Thursday. 



 

Bishop’s Shield Photos 

 

Kaitlyn Calvert-Shandley—Most 

promising Junior Actor 

Henry More—1st Prepared 

Speech 

Tilly van Eeden—1st Junior 

Scripture 

Back Row—Mikaela Goodall, Sarah Hoffman, Kaitylyn 

Calvert-Shandley 

Front Row—Maria Sutherland, Chelsea Cosgrove—1st 

Junior Drama 

Jack King –1st Impromptu 

Speech 


