
Kia ora koutou katoa 

 

I would like to begin by thanking the com-

munity for their support over the Bishop's 

Shield weekend par�cularly the PTA.  All of 

the visitors to the College commented on 

the great hospitality and whanangatanga 

shown to them over the weekend.   There 

were also many students that spent �me 

over the weekend assis�ng with catering and the many jobs 

to make the event run smoothly.  These events are a great 

opportunity for our students to experience some leadership 

opportunity and see the behind the scene working of such a 

large event 

We had a very successful Open Day with good a)endance.  A 

big thank you goes to the PTA for their support of the day and 

showing our prospec�ve new parents and students a warm 

Verdon welcome. I would like to thank all of those students 

that were tour guides and demonstrators on the day.  We can 

be very proud of the way our students are so keen to support 

Open Day in such numbers. 

I have had a significant number of students and parents, that 

missed Open Day, come for a tour around the College.  We 

are very open to le-ng people see the school in ac�on and 

are  happy for people wishing to do so to make an appoint-

ment  with Karyn Dykes in the School Office. 

Just a reminder if parents are having trouble scheduling an 

appointment with one of our parish priests due to family or 

work commitments, then we are happy to receive the applica-

�ons in advance of the preference form. This can be complet-

ed separately prior to enrolment closing. 

Also a reminder that because Verdon College is a Special 

Character school students a)ending Verdon College on buses 

are not affected by the recent changes to the applica�on of 

bus rules publicized in the media and in some school's recent 

publica�ons. 

 

God Bless 

Jarlath Kelly 

14 August 2015 

Bishop’s Shield Compe��on 

For the second year in row, Verdon College has won the Bish-

op’s Shield! The team, led by captain Imelda Wilkes, compet-

ed in the 72
nd

 Bishop’s Shield held at Verdon College over the 

weekend.  We won three sec�ons: Mikaela Goodall gained 1
st

 

place in junior scripture, the junior debaters, with the team of 

Henry McIntyre, Grace Prendergast and Kaitlyn Calvert-

Shandley won their sec�on, as did the senior deba�ng team, 

consis�ng of Imelda Wilkes, Liam van Eeden and Sarah Mac-

Manus. Sarah MacManus’ excellent debate was rewarded 

with her winning the best senior debater over all four schools.  

These excellent results were well supported by the other re-

sults of the team, par�cularly Tilly van Eeden’s 2
nd

 places for 

both senior scriptures, Travis Oudhoff’s 2
nd

 place for prepared 

speech, and the junior drama team who also gained 2
nd

 place.  



 

Table Tennis 

Congratula�ons to Madison 

Brown & Shelley Mitchell who 

competed in the Southland 

Secondary School Table Tennis 

Compe��on on Monday 10 

August.  Madison & Shelley 

were placed 3rd and received a 

bronze medal. 

 

Well done to Jessica Gibson as 

well who recently was  runner 

up in the mixed doubles com-

pe��on at the Southland Jun-

ior Table Tennis Compe��on. 

World BMX Championships 

Congratula�ons to Ruby 

Laidlaw who recently a)ended 

the World BMX championships 

in Belgium in July. The event 

was held over 5 days and 

a)ended by 3800 riders from 

all over the world. Riders including grassroots riders to Olympic 

riders. Ruby had 57 girls from 12 different countries in her 

event with Ruby being the only kiwi. Ruby made it right 

through to the final round and finished 7th. A huge effort and 

one she can be very proud of. Ruby received a trophy and will 

be able to ride with a world ranking of 7 for the following year.  

Netball News 

Verdon Netball Club Member Aliyah Dunn has been named in 

the Southland Senior Netball Team.  Well done Aliyah on this 

achievement. Rachel Rasmussen who is our Senior A coach 

also made the Southland Netball Team. 

 

11A Netball team 

Well done to Verdon 11A for pu-ng up a compe��ve effort in 

their SSG3 final against Hargest 10B. Unfortunately it wasn't to 

be Verdon's day but the team played very well and didn't give 

up un�l the final whistle! Thanks to Tayla and Paige for coach-

ing them to the final - well done!  

 

From Father Hook 

I've been chaplain of Verdon College for 

two weeks now and ‘Wow’!  I have en-

joyed it!  Not one person at the school 

has walked past me without saying 

‘Gidday’ and I have been welcomed beau-

�fully in each classroom I have entered, 

especially the cooking classes! Yum. 

 

I have been involved with educa�on in 

schools for twenty years as a teacher and 

Verdon College is fantas�c!  High achievement , celebra�on 

and great pride.  Well Done! 

 

This Sunday, the Church celebrates The Feast of Assump�on of 

Mary, New Zealand.  Feast day, our schools feast day and one 

of the Church in New Zealand's 2 Holy Days of Obliga�on (the 

other is Christmas Day). 

 

We celebrate Mary’s reward for saying ‘Yes to God’, relying on 

God and Trust in God.  We can be like Mary, trus�ng in Gods 

ways. 

 

God Bless 

Hookie (aka Fr. Hook) 

 

 

Basketball News 

Congratula�ons to Abby 

Humm and Tyra Dunn 

who recently a)ended 

the New Zealand Basket-

ball ID camp in Christ-

church. 

Administra�on Ma ers 

Parents/Caregivers 

If your child needs to leave the school grounds during school 

�me or lunch�me they must have a note from you.  No stu-

dents should be leaving the ground without notes being pro-

vided to the school and signing out at the school office.  There 

are also concerns about a small but persistent number of  stu-

dents using cars during school �me.  In ensuring the  students 

are in school and not using their cars inappropriately the 

school is trying to ensure the safety of all students and we ask 

for parental support in this ma)er. 



CALENDAR DATES 

FOR TERM 3 

 

21 August TEACHER ONLY DAY 

26—29 Aug Polyfest 

31 Aug/4 

    Sep  Winter Tournament Week 

3 Sept  Interhouse Drama 

31 Aug/4 Sep Year 7 Camp to Waiora 

11 Sept Year 13 Retreat 

17/18 Sept Year 12 Retreat 

21 Sept Year 7 & 8 Science Roadshow 

23 Sept Blues Assembly 

23 Sept SMAC Maths 

24 Sept Interhouse Kapahaka Compe��on 

25 Sept End of Term 3 

Sports Informa�on 

Registra�ons are open online for Volleyball. Please signed up 

online asap, to be considered for a team  

Kavanagh College 

On Thursday 12 August the Kavanagh College Year 7 & 8 Rugby 

Team as well as the Year 8 Netball came to Verdon to have an 

exchange due to the Junior Catholic Schools Sports tournament 

being abandoned due to bad weather. The rugby boys won  56-

10 and  the netball girls lost. 



 
Bishop’s Shield Winners 

 

Junior Drama Team 2nd - Sam Cullen, Eli            Senior Deba�ng 1st—Liam van Eeden,     Sarah MacManus was named best 

Winders, Sarah Hoffman, Thomas Lewis,             Imelda Wilkes, Sarah MacManus              speaker in Senior Debates 

Autumn Marshall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Prepared Speech 2nd—Travis Oudhoff          Senior Scripture 2nd—Tilly van Eeden       Junior Deba�ng 1st—Kaitlyn Calvert- 

                     Shandley, Henry McIntyre, Grace  

                     Prendergast 

 

 

           

  

 

 

 

 

                    Junior Scripture 1st—Mikaela Goodall 

            


