
Kia ora koutou katoa 

We have had an amazingly busy and suc-

cessful few weeks at the College and it has 

been a pleasure to watch our students in 

ac�on in so many areas. Some of the many 

events and ac�vi�es include conclusion of 

our winter sports season, tournament 

week, House Drama the Big Sing and year 7 

camps. 

 There have been some great highs, and 

great successes with our sports teams along with some disap-

pointment as our teams challenged for �tles, So many of our 

teams have reached finals this year and we have been very 

proud of the character and sportsmanship displayed by our 

students. Sport provides lessons both in wining and defeat 

and I have been very proud of all of our teams and students. I 

would like to thank our coaches and managers for the work 

you do with our teams.  It is also great to see so many of our 

students coaching. Sport is going from strength to strength at 

the College with more students than ever before involved in 

an increasing variety of sport.  This bodes very well for the 

future. 

Our PTA cheese rolls fundraiser has been a success and we 

are very thankful to the PTA and all of those parents and stu-

dents that have worked to make this fundraising a success. 

The work of the PTA contributes to the resourcing of some 

exci�ng projects and we look forward to sharing news of the 

comple�on of some of these before the end of the year. 

Our enrolments for next year are extremely posi�ve and it 

again looks like we will have an increase in the College 

roll.  The board have commi,ed to managing the size of the 

College and to maintain the family feel of the College. We 

expect the roll to be around 690 in 2016 just short of our 

maximum roll of 700. At many levels it is becoming hard to 

balance providing spaces for new enquiries which is a posi�ve 

issue to have in the school. 

Year 7 camps were again a great success. Our camps are a 

great opportunity for our students to challenge themselves 

and to form posi�ve rela�onships with their peers.  I would 

like to thank all those staff and parents that make themselves 

available for these camps to support our students.  Camps are 

a vital experience for our student and we could not run these 

to the same level without your support. 

Please keep in your prayers all those members of our commu-

nity that are struggling with serious illness and illness of loved 

ones.  

 

    God Bless 

    Jarlath Kelly 

     

11 September 2015 

SISS Netball Tournament 

On Sunday 30 August, the Senior A Netball team travelled to 

Timaru to start their campaign of the SISS Netball tourna-
ment.  Day 1 and Day 2 were Round 1 pool play, which re-

sulted with 3 wins from 3, and that le< us in a good posi�on 

at the top of our pool, to head into Round 2 which were the 
top 16 teams of A grade. 

Round 2 consisted of 4 pools of 4 teams.  We won our first 2 

games and put us into a crucial final game of pool play with 
Timaru based Roncalli, to fight it out for outright winner of 

which would head straight to the top four play-offs.  

Unfortunately, we lost the game by one goal, which meant 

we were to head into play-offs for 5-8 posi�on.  First up was 

against our old foes SGHS, and sadly once again SGHS took 
the win.  Playing for pride and a top 7 finish, we played 

Christchurch Girls’ High School, later that morning and at the 
end of the final whistle, the game was locked up at 43 all.  

We headed to extra �me.  Netball rules state that the win-

ner of the game will be the first team to have a two goal lead 
to any stage during extra �me.  We had the first pass in extra 

�me, goal scored, now just needed the turnover.  Our de-

fences went into overdrive and came up with the magic 
turnover, ball down court, goal in, game won! 

The girls finished on a high, and a very credible 7th place 
finish. 

A very special thanks to all the parents of Senior A Netball 

team for their support throughout the year and to those 
parents who were able to travel to the tournament and 

shout along the side-line along with Mr Kelly who came up 

to show his support for a couple of days.  



 From Father Hook 

SPRING IS HERE! 

Winter is past, the flowers are blooming the 
birds are dancing, new lambs and foals are 

born. 

This season is a reminder that darkness 
doesn't last forever.  Light is ALWAYS victori-

ous. 

Exam �me looms closer now and students, 
parents and staff are preparing.  It is a �me for us all to chal-

lenge ourselves to achieve and to be the best person we possi-
bly can be, with the help of God who loves us. Its �me for us to 

bloom! 

My prayer is that all students and teachers will defeat the dark-
ness of tempta�on and doubt and work hard to achieve. 

I challenge all to be aware of the poor habits, poor behaviours 
and tempta�ons that stop us from achieving.  It is NEVER too 

late!  Seek help, be honest with yourselves and others and may 

our success as a school this year be be,er than ever.  To all 
those not preparing to sit exams and complete unit standards, I 

encourage you to get into the rou�ne NOW of study, posi�ve 

rou�ne's and striving to be the best you can be. 
Don't forget to pray! Sunday Mass is the perfect source of 

strength too! 
St Joseph of Cuper�no, Patron saint of those siIng exams, pray 

for us! 

God Bless! 
Hookie 

Patronal Day 

On August 14th Verdon College celebrated Patronal Day.  This 

involved all students in the College celebra�ng Mass at St The-
resas Church then following by a a<ernoon playing different 

sports at the College.  At the Mass the winners of this years RE 

fair were announced.  Congratula�ons to the following stu-
dents: 

1st Year 8 Presenta�on Haley Thurlow 

1st Year 8 Video  Emily Calvert, Aimee Brookland 
2nd Year 8 Video  Sebas�an Fabre, Joshua Meulen- 

    broek, Reuben Gooding 
3rd Year 8 Video  Mya Peterson, Te Wai Ora Te Patu 

1st Year 8 Poster  Ashleigh Brooking 

2nd Year 8 Poster  Ashante Taualofa-Crowe, Tanesha  
                           Tagomoa-Kaa 

1st Year 8 Wri�ng  Caitlin Smith 
1st Year 7 Poster  Natalie Be,s 

2nd Year 7 Poster  Brydon Andrews, Elise Breen 

3rd Year 7 Poster  Emma Brooks 
1st Year 7 Wri�ng  Mia Hollingworth 

2nd Year 7 Wri�ng  Zach Hollingworth 

Year 7 Camp 

From the 31st August to 4th of September all Year 7 students 

were away on camp.  We did a lot of exci�ng ac�vi�es including 
the scout camp; mud slide, archery, escape and evade, assault 

course and sleeping in our cabins.  While one class was doing all 

of that another class would be at the Otago Museum exploring 
the exhibits and doing ac�vi�es on ancient Egypt and many cul-

tures.  We even did mini Olympics with our groups.  Another 

thing we did was science experiments with our tour guide: 
which was very interes�ng.  On the 3rd and final day the two 

classes met up at Moana Pool to have some relaxing fun in the 
pools and waterslide.  Everyone enjoyed their �me on camp and 

cant wait for next years camp!  A big thank you to the all the 

parent helpers. 
Cara Holst & Daphnie Sikipi 7MO 

 

Sing Out 
 
The Sing Out Choir performed 
at the Civic Theatre on Thurs-
day 10th September as part of 
the Invercargill ILT Sing Out 
Choir Fes�val. Our group of 
Year 7 and 8 students contrib-
uted with beau�ful harmony, 
perfectly �med rhythm and 
most importantly large 
smiles.   
 
This year the fes�val was 
hosted by well-known New 
Zealand performer Jackie 
Clarke, who inspired the stu-
dents and sang alongside 
them with popular songs like 
"The Rhythm of LIfe", "Happy 
Together", and the invigor-
a�ng power ballad "Total 
Eclipse of the Heart".  These 
favourites were part of a 15 song repertoire that also included 
more contemporary songs that the students all know and love 
to sing.   
 
Stand out performers from our school were Ruby McDonald, 
Distance Takamori and Amber Niven who were selected to sing 
solo parts.  Ruby was also honoured with the role of presen�ng 
Jackie with her gi< at the end of the season. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 40 students 
involved who have a,ended rehearsals all year, commi,ed to 
learning the words for all of the songs and who sang with great 
heart and in tune!  All of you are talented performers who 
need to con�nue to sing and perform.  Your talents are a gi< to 
you, what you do with them is a gi< to others.   
 
Mrs Simpson   



CALENDAR DATES 

FOR TERM 3 

 
Football News 

This season the Girls 1
st

 XI football team played in the Southland 

Div 2 compe��on.  

On the 5
th

 August they played in the final against SHGS Red and 

a<er a shaky start went on to win convincingly 4-1. 

A<er playing many of their games with only 9 players their 65 

goals to 16 goals against record was very impressive.  

Kaitlyn Wheeler-Cross finished the season as top goal scorer 

with 30. 

2015 Verdon 1
st

 XI players were –  

Kaitlyn Wheeler-Cross             Haley Thurlow 

Alex Thurlow                              Lucy Brown 

Sam Keene                                  Laura Withers 

Teagan Cross                              Niamh Duggan 

Jacinta Henderson                    Laura Buckingham 

Anahera Herbert                       Rihitoto Albert 

17/18 Sept Year 12 Retreat 

21 Sept Year 7 & 8 Science Roadshow 

23 Sept Blues Assembly 

23 Sept SMAC Maths 

24 Sept Interhouse Kapahaka Compe��on 

25 Sept End of Term 3 

12 Oct  Start of Term 4 

Marist Rugby 

Congratula�ons to Tom McCabe who was 

selected for the South  Island Marist Prima-

ry School Team.  Tom travelled to Palmer-

ston North to play the North Island Marist 

team.  

Senior A  Netball 

On Tuesday 18 August, the Senior A Netball team held a quiz 

night at the Eastern Suburbs Tavern.  The quiz night was to 
help raise funds for the travel and associated costs for the 

South Island Secondary Schools tournament which was held in 

Timaru. 
We raised over $1800 which was absolutely amazing, and we 

would like to take the �me to thank the following sponsors for 

their support: 
 

BDO Accountants  McCallums Drycleaning  
Rachel Kelly Photography Southland Farm Services Ltd 

Stadium Southland  Bewleys Hair Design 

Netball South   Gracetek Communica�ons 
ANZ    Clip n Climb 

PGG Wrightson  Alliance Group 
Vetco    Super Cheap Auto 

Taieri Gorge Railway  Pita Pit 

Barnes Oysters  Allan White Sports 
ILT    McIntyre Dick 

Vision Hair & Beauty  Wild Things 

Subway   Repco 

Interhouse Drama 

On Thursday 3rd September Verdon held its annual Inter House 

Drama Compe��on.  It was a fun evening with plenty of laugh-

ter.  Congratula�ons to the following houses on their win: 

1st Dominic 

2nd Catherine 

3rd Marcellin 

4th Marian 

Find be.er ways to connect with your teenagers by ‘pushing 

the right bu.ons’ 

 
Learn how to: 

talk to people in a way that makes them want to listen. 
relate to others by seeing things through their eyes. 

 
One of New Zealand’s most popular speakers, (3x Public 
Speaker of the Year Recipient) Allison Mooney, will be in In-
vercargill on Wednesday, September 23 At Ascot Park Hotel 
from 7pm-8pm to entertain and educate parents with her 
presenta�on ‘’Pressing the Right Bu,ons’’. 
The Careers and Transi�on Educa�on Associa�on (CATE), wel-
comes Allison and her fun, fast-paced presenta�on to the 
province. 
She is guaranteed to have par�cipants engaged, challenged 
and abuzz with new methods to improve the way they relate 
to the young people in their lives. 
Allison is a humorous, highly passionate and energe�c speak-
er. Funded by the Careers and Transi�on Educa�on Associa-
�on (CATE) and the ILT, this free presenta�on is one not to be 
missed. 
For more informa�on visit www.allisonmooney.co.nz or con-
tact the school Careers Department. 
 



 

Rugby News 

Congratula�ons to following students who made the follow-

ing  Southland Rugby teams: 

Jackson Whaanga Southland U14  

Arthur Collins Southland U13 

Joel Baker and Hunter Fahey Southland U65kg    

Kaea Nikora-Balloch and Jordan Goodall U48kg 

Samantha Nielsen Southland Secondary School Girls  

Basketball  
Verdon College has just completed a very successful basketball sea-

son with teams and individuals displaying their many skills and tal-

ents. 

Southland Secondary Schools Compe33on 

Senior A Girls          First     Verdon College Senior A 

Tina Wright , Lucy Brown, Aliyah Dunn, Maggie Harrington, Mileena 

Nathan, Rose Kennelly, Alex Thurlow, Abby Humm, Tyra Dunn 

 

Junior  A Girls   First   Verdon College Junior A 

Abby Humm, Khyla Ma�u- Watson, Sahdina Anderson, Kaitlyn Cal-

vert- Shandley, Kayla Wiering,  Ruby-Jane Davis Casey 

 

Junior A boys      Second   Verdon College  Junior  A 

Mitchel Orlowski,  Xavier Sands, Sam Cullen,  Mark Lieshout,  Morgan 

McIntosh,  Kupa Hawea-White, Fabian Sco, – Russell, Callum Knight, 

Thomas Lewis 

 

Senior A Boys      Fourth Verdon Senior A 

Tim O’Neill, Michael Walker, Blair Duthie, Ben Adams, John Janerol, 

John Taningco,  Germar Atenta 

 

Senior B Girls  B sec3on First  Verdon College Senior B Girls  

Kaitlyn Wheeler –Cross, Samantha  Keene,  Anahera Herbert, Bronte 

Adams, Devon Marshall, Arachelli Taningco, Meg Kissell, Kate Kissell, 

Meg Fotheringham, 

 

Junior B Boys B sec3on  Second  Verdon College Black 

Hayden Reid, Joshua Destura, Kyall Davis, Peter Grotermarsink, Sam-

uel Sherriff,  Henry McIntyre, Nick Gibson, Tama�  Taylor-Taia, Marco 

Crooks             

Most Improved  Player – Junior Boy – Xavier Wright   

          Junior Girl – Khyla  Ma�u-Watson 

Most Valuable  Player – Senior  Girls – Aliyah Dunn 

 

Te Toa Pukenga Rau Trophy - for all round performance including 

playing ability, sportsmanship, respect and giving back to the game - 

Lucy Brown 

 

For these players to be able to enjoy success there are always people 

who support in various ways.  

Coaches-Michael Walker, Tina Wright, Aliyah Dunn, John Janerol, 

Kelsi Miller, Taylor Lock, Laura Tolmacheva  Ariana Mirfin and Kaitlyn 

Wheeler- Cross (students)  Erena Wainui and Terrance Dunn (parents) 

Referees - Hannah Lieshout, Lucy Brown, Khyla Ma�u-Watson, Mark 

Lieshout (students)  

Mark Scobie (teacher) 


