
  Verdon College 
Kia ora koutou katoa 

 
 It has been a very produc�ve and busy start 

to the term and I have been really pleased 

with the level of involvement of students in 

winter sports teams.  Once again this year we 

have had an increase in the number of stu-

dents involved in winter sports par�cularly in 

netball and basketball.  Having watched some 

of the games played in a number of sports I think we can be real-

ly proud of the way our students work together and demon-

strate their values of fair play and compe��veness in all of the 

different sports and grades they are compe�ng in. 

Our Produc�on prepara�ons and rehearsals are in full swing.  I 

have had the privilege of seeing some of the student perfor-

mances and work that is currently going on to support this 

show.  Having our Produc�on in our revamped school hall and 

some innova�ve thinking of our staff, has enabled us to involve 

our students in providing music to support the on stage perfor-

mances.  I think there are some very exci�ng things developing 

in this year’s performances. I would encourage you all to sup-

port the Produc�on through buying �ckets from the school 

office and coming along to support all of the hard work that stu-

dents and staff have put into this event. 

We have sent home informa�on to families to assist with sup-

por�ng study and learning at the College, par�cularly for senior 

students.  The College is focussed on senior students’ success in 

external examina�ons which will involve early prepara�ons and 

study throughout the year.  Research shows that students’ suc-

cess in ter�ary educa�on is directly correlated to their success in 

external examina�ons while at school.  The informa�on provid-

ed will assist both students and parents and will help develop 

the habits to underpin this success. 

Please remember to keep all our community members struggling 

with illness of loved family members, along with those dealing 

with grief and loss in your prayers.  May God's love con�nue to 

be with them and provide them with the strength they need at 

this �me.                          

 

    God Bless 

    Jarlath Kelly                              
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Upcoming events 

Year 7-8 
 

Year 7 are away on camps in week 3. 7 MJ and 7 BE from Monday 15 

May - Wednesday 17 May and 7MO and 7 BE Wednesday 17 May - 

Friday 20 May. Please check the gear list carefully and if you have 

any ques�ons talk to your child's teacher. It is very important that 

students have polyprops and warm clothing for the outdoor ac�vi-

�es. A reminder to pay camp fees at the office please. 

 

 

Year 11 –13 

 

Year 12 & 13—School Ball 27 May 

Year 11 Retreat—29-30 June 

 

General Reminders 

 

School Ball—27 May 

Junior Catholic Tournament—14 June 
 

Me a matou  ki te Toroa ki te rerenga me te whakapono ki te Atua tuturi  

We can all be uplifted as the albatross if we have faith and Rely on God 



Colours Assembly 

Congratula�ons to the following students who received a colour award at our last assembly of last term: 

Merit Endorsement 

NCEA Level 1 

 

Jack Leadley 

Hayley LockeA 

Tyra Dunn 

Kieran de Ruyter 

Gabriel Lal 

Samantha Mennell 

Jayme Turton 

Mark Lieshout 

Patrice Brookland 

Isaiah Okeroa 

Kayla Wiering 

Ryan Isaacs 

Summer Richards 

Anjelina Nikora-Wilson 

Lance Daleon 

Janina Baldomar 

Briana Perriam 

Stephen Macann 

Ashleigh Baker 

Sarah Hoffman 

Samuel Downing 

Taryn Perriam 

Mitchell Orlowski 

Angel Taylor-Templeton 

Stacey Wilde 

Xavier Wright 

 

NCEA Level 2 

 

Palesete Maka 

Samantha Calvert 

Caitlin Peters 

Bradley Sims 

Mecini Fowler 

Evann EllioA 

Lance Tolen�no 

Monet Te Waa Hill 

Keeghan Kelly 

 

NCEA Level 3 

 

Ainsley McDonald 

Roisin Storm 

Grace Brown 

Hazel Daleon 

CharloAe Framp-

ton 

Annie Watson-Kiss 

Zoe Dawson 

MaAhew Boyle 

Lily van Duiven-

voorde 

Bronte Adams 

 

Excellence En-

dorsement 

NCEA Level 1 

 

Samuel Thornbury 

Abby Humm 

Ma�lda Boyle 

Autumn Marshall 

Tane Tama� 

Abigail Gear 

Mikaela Goodall 

Kaitlyn Calvert-Shandley 

Dylan Holland 

Olivia Brown 

Izaak Sanders 

Henry McIntyre 

Eli Winders 

Samuel Cullen 

 

NCEA Level 2 

 

Maria Sutherland 

Rose Kennelly 

Dominic Lal 

Jackson McDonald 

Connor Macdonald 

Keiren Perkins 

Alex Thurlow 

Ma�lda van Eeden 

Rhovie Calaunan 

Jennifer Stone 

Arachelli Taningco 

Chelsea Cosgrove 

 

NCEA Level 3 

 

Maggie Harrington 

Liam Cullen 

Briar Kilsby 

Joshua Pagan 

Michael Walker 

Meg Kissell 

Olivia Thornbury 

Timothy O’Neill 

Liam van Eeden 

Travis Oudhoff 

 

Colours 

Jessica Spain – Athle�cs 

Tessa Baird-Athle�cs 

Tessa Baird- Basketball 

Lachlan Baird-Triathlon 

Lachlan Baird-Athle�cs 

Samuel Thornbury-Athle�cs 

Sam Downing-Cricket 

Jacob Downing-Cricket 

Jacinta Henderson-Cricket 

Neave Sheehy-Cricket 

Summer Smith-Marital Arts 

Conal Mulligan-Bagpipes 

Ruby Laidlaw-BMX 

Jack Dempster-Athle�cs 

Aidan Harrington-Basketball 

Riley Hika-Basketball 

Alex Thurlow-SoHball 

Alex Thurlow-Squash 

Hayley Thurlow-Squash 

ScoA Thurlow- SoHball 

ScoA Thurlow-Squash 

Xavier Wright-Rowing 

Kathy White-Triathlon 

Claudia Baird-Triathlon 

Aliyah Dunn-Netball 

Ailyah Dunn-Basketball 

Laurent Edwards-Football 

Sebas�an Johnson-SoHball 

Declan Kelly-Triathlon 

Ciara Kelly-Triathlon 

Clyde White-Triathlon 

Sam Cullen-Music 

 

 



Netball 

Congratula�ons to Aliyah Dunn who debuted for the 

S�ng recently. 

 

Sports Results: 

Congratula�ons to our students that competed in the 

Southland School swimming champs.  Results as fol-

lows: 

Tarryn Black—1st U14 50m Breaststroke, 2nd U14 50m 

Backstroke, 50m Freestyle  

Chris�an SoAo—1st U12 50m Backstroke, U12 50m Fly, 

3rd U12 50m Breaststroke , U12 50m Freestyle final 

Amy Crosswell—3rd U15 Breaststroke  

Clyde White—1st U11 50m Fly, 2nd U11 50m Back-

stroke, U11 50m Freestyle 

Kathy White—1st U14 50m Backstroke, U14 50m Fly, 

U14 50m Freestyle, 2nd U14 50m Breaststroke 

Mar�na White—2nd U13 50m Backstroke, U13 50m 

Breaststroke, U13 50m Fly, U13 50m Freestyle 

 

Lachie Baird was placed first in the male 6k race Gore 

half marathon event. 

 

ICAS exams: 
 

Entries are being taken for the ICAS Wri�ng Spelling 

and English exams. We would encourage students to 

have a go at these exams. Permission forms are availa-

ble at the office or with your child's teacher. 

 

Sport News 

Coaching/Managing Teams 

Our sports office has been flat out over the last couple of weeks 

sor�ng out Badminton, Basketball, Football, Futsal, Hockey, Net-

ball, and Rugby.  We are really lucky to have a group of dedicated 

and commiAed staff and parent volunteers who help us coach and 

manage our 62 (more pending) teams at present. However we 

could do with some parent help to coach and manage some of 

these teams as our staff and current volunteer base are fully 

stretched with more than 75% of our students par�cipa�ng in 

sport currently. Verdon will be running a couple of 'how to coach/

manage Secondary School teams, aimed at parents/volunteers 

who 'just want to help' who may not have ever coached or man-

aged before. We know that we have a wealth of knowledge avail-

able to us out in the community. 

 

We are also looking for a some parent helpers for Basketball on 

Friday nights, beginning this week. You don't have to know any-

thing about Basketball. We just need some parents on site to be 

of assistance to Ms Hale our Teacher in Charge of Basketball, and 

for the students to have another adult to go to, we are happy to 

arrange a roster so that parents are not expected to be their all 

night. Verdon will provide some training and advice on what is 

needed.  

 

If you can help us in any way with our teams or Basketball or if 

you have any sport related ques�ons,  please email Lee 

on sports@verdoncollege.school.nz 

 

Netball  

Following seven weeks of netball trials, Verdon Netball is rapt to 

report that we have had an increase this year in the number of 

girls playing netball bringing our total to  20 teams, this is a mas-

sive effort for such a small school, and a significant por�on of our 

school roll playing. Our senior teams have increased from two to 

five this season which is an increase that many other schools don't 

have. Coaches have been appointed to all of our teams, and we 

are working on appoin�ng managers to them as well. None of this 

could happen without the dedica�on and effort of our Netball 

Club CommiAee par�cularly Rosie De Goldi who organised and 

run all the trials and selected most of the teams as well! We are 

looking forward to an exci�ng and successful season for all our 

teams 

 

Rugby  

Verdon Rugby has teams in U18, U17, U15 and U14 grades this 

season with significant reten�on of players at all levels. We are 

happy to gain new coaches this year  with Regan Fahey and Den-

nis Hika for our U14s. Dave Kennelly has taken on the role of Head 

Coach of our 1stXV. We are also rapt to report that Dan Cairns a 

Verdon old boy has returned to us and has been running fitness 

and skills sessions with our boys since early in term one. We are 

seeing the benefits of this training in the boys already. Norman 

Crosswell and another past pupil Samantha Neilsen have taken on 

the Coaching roles of our Girls  1stXV. Our U17s remain in the 

capable hands of Soren O'Reilly, Shane Perriam, and Lyndon 

Copeland. Mark Breen and Callan Goodall return with our U15s. 

We con�nue in our close �es with Anna Crosswell and the crew at 

Aurora and the staff and students at Te Wharekura. We are look-

ing forward to a compe��ve season. 

 

If you can help us in any way with our teams or Basketball or if 

you have any sport related ques�ons,  please email Lee 

on sports@verdoncollege.school.nz 
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Te Rauawa O Te Pahi Programme  

Recently 4 of our students Laurent Edwards, Joseph Riwhi, 

Tanesha Tagomoa-Kaa and Distance Takamori aAended 

the Te Rauawa O Te Pahi Programme. The primary focus of 

this programme is to be on a team research project, which 

was mentored by a postgraduate research student focus-

ing on an introductory overview of marine world.  Congrat-

ula�ons to these students who represented their respec-

�ve whanau, iwi, and Verdon College admirably.  

Arrow 6+6 Adventure Race 
The Arrow 6+6 Adventure Race was held the weekend of 29-

30 April 

In the Junior sec�on, first place went to JAGS - Jacinta Hen-

derson, Amy Crosswell, Georgea Newell and Sam Perriam. 

Third place went to Three and a Half Men - Riley Hika, Sam 

MColl, Olly Reynolds and Zac Hollingworth. 

Another Year 9 team also competed, comprising of  CharloAe 

Collie, Michael Chesney, Conor Wylie and Thomas Hender-

son. 

Well done to them for an awesome effort. 

Southland cooking compe11on 
 

Well done to our 9 compe�tors who recently competed 

at the Southland Secondary schools cooking  compe�-

�on.  Results as follows: 

 Izaak Sanders 2nd in the Quiche/Open Pie Category 

Breana Fahey 2nd in Cake decora�ng.  

 

 


