
  Verdon College 
Kia ora koutou katoa 

  

We con�nue our very busy term with the  

winter sports season well underway along with 

many cultural events. We are in the final few 

rehearsal weeks for our produc�on 

"Saturday Night Fever" and would encourage 

everyone to get in early to get �ckets so you 

don't miss out. I have been really impressed by 

the work of the students leading up to the show and the way 

they are working so well to deliver another great experience for 

the community. It was our pleasure to host a wananga for  

students as we are preparing to host the Manu Korero  

compe��on this year.  It was wonderful to see students from 

the College get together as one to share their skills and the 

�kanga of welcoming the Otago schools at the upcoming Manu 

Korero compe��on. 

  

I would like to thank all those staff and parents that went on 

Year 7 camp to support our students in this adventure.  I have 

had so much posi�ve, excited feedback from both students and 

parents that went on the camp.  Our camps are such posi�ve 

experiences for students par�cularly in forming bonds with 

peers and challenging themselves in areas they may have not 

experienced before. It is these challenges and the risk taking 

which are an important part of Verdon College educa�on and I 

am always really proud of students stepping up to these  

challenges despite reserva�ons and the support they received 

from their peers for doing so. 

  

I would like to that share my proud principal moment of the 

week" I received the following feedback about our students in 

the “Arts in Mo�on” from the organisers: 

"Just wanted to send a quick note of thanks and praise for 

your AIM team on Friday. The performance was amazing but for 

me what I was really impressed with was the team work, the 

encouragement, the support for each other and the way they 

brought energy to the event.  Interviewing your student leaders 

was so encouraging, I have no doubt that our communi�es are 

in good hands when I see young people like those who  

represented your school stepping up.  I was really impressed 

with the leaders from your school and was delighted to be able 

to award them the student leadership prize." 

We can be doing many things at school to develop young people 

in our community but think we should recognise that such 

 feedback really is an example of what we want for our students.  

I would like to thank all those students par�cularly those leaders 

for suppor�ng each other so well to have such an posi�ve  

experience as part of the Verdon Family. 

 

God Bless 

 

Jarlath Kelly 

 

Upcoming events 

Year 7-8 

4 May  School Swimming every Friday 

13 June Junior Catholic Tournament 

 

Year 9-10 

13 June Junior Catholic Tournament 

 

Year 11,12 & 13 

28 & 29 June  Y11 Retreat 

 

General Reminders 

26 May  School Ball 

29-31 May   School Produc�on “Saturday Night Fever” 

1 June   Teachers only day 

4 June   Queen’s Birthday  

 

Me a matou  ki te Toroa ki te rerenga me te whakapono ki te Atua tuturi  

We can all be uplifted as the albatross if we have faith and Rely on God 

18 May 2018 

You were amazing 

in the 80’s & 90’s, 

you could be again. 

Parents social 

evening 16 June—

informa.on out 

soon. Keep an eye 

out on Facebook.  



Basketball News 

Congratula�ons to the following students who have 

been named in Southland Basketball Teams: 

U15 girls   Tessa Baird 

U15 girls development Ruby McDonald 

U15 boys   Ethan Pethick 

U15 boys reserve  Keani Anderson 

Netball News 

Congrats to the following girls on their inclusion into the 

INC teams: 

U19 Team   Tyra Dunn 

U17 Training Partner  Emma Hurley 

    Distance Takamori 

Incubator 

On Thursday 5th April, 16 students aIended their First Incu-

bator Visit to Southland Hospital. They have 3 visits to the 

hospital through out the year.  On this visit theywere joined 

by Steven, who went over personality types using Simpsons 

characters, Mark who shared his journey to becoming a 

doctor followed by a tour of the hospital.  

 

 

Rotary  Speech Compe..on 

Congratula�ons to Grace Prendergast who was 

placed second in the Southern District Rotary 

Speech Compe��on (all secondary schools south of 

Temuka). The compe��on was held in Dunedin on 

Sunday at the Southern District Rotary Conference.  

Swimming News 

Joseph Koroiadi has been awarded the SBS Wayne Evans 

Memorial Scholarship for NZ Juniors 2018 swimming.   

Music Department News 

Glen Country Music Club's Annual Broncbusters Talent Contest  

Well done to Holly Muirhead and Amber Niven for placing in the Glen Country Music Club's Annual Broncbusters Talent 

Contest on the 6th of May. 

Holly took away several placings in the individual open and intermediate categories and gained the overall runner-up 

award for the intermediate sec�on. Amber was also successful in gaining in her solo performance and won the overall 

intermediate award for the second year running. Well done and best of luck to both girls and Maggie Townley for the 

upcoming Gold Guitar Awards in June. 

 

White Night 

Well done to the following students who were selected for and entertained the public with their musical talents as part 

of the Southland Fes�val of the Art's "White Night" held on Saturday 5th of May. Ryan Isaacs, Gabriel Lal, Sam Cullen, 

Tom van Eeden, Stacey Wilde, Brendan Peters, Rory, Horn, Aidan Dudfield, Michael Chesney, Holly Muirhead, Amber 

Niven, and Beth Walker performed as part of solo, duo, and group acts at over 10 different loca�ons across the CBD over 

the 4 hours long evening event. Mrs Jarman was extremely proud of how well our Verdon students conducted them-

selves. All the students prepared a programme of music for their set and delivered some very engaging polished and 

professional performances. Thank you to everyone who supported these students by aIending their performances.  

 

 



Year 13 Geography 

On Wednesday 2nd of May students from the year 13 Geography class went to Curio Bay to examine coastal processes. 

Students looked at the petrified Forest and carried out Geographical Research at Porpoise Bay. The day was very success-

ful and was enjoyed by all.  

 

 Careers 

On Thursday Year 10 and 11 students had an opportunity to hear from Venture Southland roadshow of speakers from a 

variety of industries in Southland. There were speakers from StabicraO, McNeill, The Roading Company, Southern View, 

Ballance Agri-nutrients and Macaulay Motors. The students and teachers found the talks very informa�ve and mo�va�ng to 

hear about all the career opportuni�es available in Southland.   

 

Chess Tournament 

On Tuesday 15 May, nine students competed in the Chess Power Invercargill Regional Chess Tournament held at James 

Hargest College. The junior team consisted of Fintan Mulligan, Ayla MacNaughton, Lisa Pham and Gayathry Gopimohan, 

while the Senior Team included Joseph Backhurst, Joshua Destura, Lance Daleon, Chaise Hill and William Sinclair.  

  

There were 137 students at the tournament represen�ng 15 

schools from Year 1 to Year 13, making it the largest tourna-

ment Verdon students have competed at. The tournament 

format gave everybody seven games during the course of the 

day, with players being matched against opponents of rela-

�vely equal skill. The junior team improved as the day pro-

gressed, with Fintan Muilligan winning three and drawing two 

games and Lisa Pham winning four. Our senior team did very 

well, coming third overall in the Senior Division. Special men-

�on to Lance Daleon who won five of his games and ended up 

6th out of 31 students in the Senior Division.  

  

All in all, it was a successful compe��on and the teams will be 

working on improving their game for the next compe��on. 
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Year 7 Camp—Dunedin 

An early wake and an exci�ng morning. Arriving at the Waiora Scout camp, the bus all of a sudden got louder. We had a walk 

around the site and about 30 minutes later we were off to the Early SeIlers Museum and had some fun there, accidently leav-

ing a parent behind when we leO. We had a late night back at the campsite telling scary stories. With another early rise in the 

morning, a quick breakfast and we were off to our ac�vi�es. Abseiling, rifle shoo�ng / archery, an assault course and push 

karts. We then headed to the Otago Museum for the night and got to see lots of different galleries such as ‘people of the 

world’, ‘pacific culture’ and the ‘animal aSc’. In the morning we saw the buIerflies and we finished camp with ten pin bowl-

ing, a run up Baldwin Street and Moana pool. Then a long trip home.   

 

 

Cross Country 
House Compe��on 

1st - Marcellin - 181 points 

2nd - Dominic - 149 points 

3rd - Marian - 140 points 

4th - Catherine - 133 points 

 

Senior Boys 

1st -  Samuel Thornbury 

2nd - Lachie Baird 

3rd - Jordan Goodall 

 

Senior Girls 

1st - Claudia Baird 

2nd - Sarah Hoffman 

3rd - Amy Crosswell 

 

Year 9&10 Boys 

1st - Samer Coupe 

2nd - Aidan Harrington 

3rd - Lachlan Lavelle 

 

Year 9&10Girls 

1st - Tessa Baird 

2nd - Trelise Edwards 

3rd - Jessica Spain 

 

Year 7&8 Boys 

1st - Clyde White 

2nd - Damian Stuart 

3rd - Jayden Parkhill 

 

Year 7&8 Girls 

1st - Caitlin Kelly 

2nd - Keira McCabe 

3rd - Shayla Maxwell 


