
  Verdon College 
Kia ora koutou katoa 

  

It is great to be able to look back over another 

outstanding term at the College.  The newsle�ers 

as well as our social media updates have been full 

of the achievements of so many students in so 

many areas. Pu�ng an exclama on mark on that, 

it was wonderful to finish our term with our key 

events such as our Blues assembly and Inter-house 

Kapa haka compe  on. Both of these events are a 

wonderful demonstra on of the spirit and mana of the College. 

  

As a community we were all so very proud of our Blues recipients 

and the students that were recognised for colours awards in so 

many areas. The Blues award is a very special award presented to 

Year 13 students of the College recognising three years of  

outstanding achievement and, or contribu on to the College in a  

par cular area. It is great to be able to share the recipients  

achievement with the community and hopefully inspire other  

students to achieve to the same highs in the future.  What was  

par cularly posi ve this year was the number of students  

achieving both Academic Blues and a Blues award for spor ng or 

cultural endeavour, demonstra ng so well the importance and  

rewards of a well-rounded educa on. I congratulate all those  

recognised for their efforts and persistence in achieving to the best 

of their ability. 

  

The efforts of our students in learning haka and waiata for their 

performances in the Inter-house Kapahaka Compe  on are a  

really important part of our school ac vi es.  We as a College  

recognise the importance of our students being able to be  

confident in represen ng themselves in the cultural space as well as 

to develop and use te reo, which is developed through this  

compe  on as a context for that learning. I have been very proud 

of the efforts of the students in this endeavour and of those  

students that have stepped forward to share their knowledge and 

skills to lead their houses. 

  

Senior students will receive their end of year reports and these will 

have feedback in rela on to the next steps in learning for their very 

soon upcoming examina ons next term.  We have also  

published informa on on study skills and how to approach  

examina ons that students should take  me to review and  

implement in the next few weeks.  I would encourage senior  

students to take  me over the holidays to have a rest but also to 

begin prepara ons for those examina ons by using the tools  

provided to assist their planning and approach in the last few weeks 

of the year. 

  

I wish all families a res-ul holiday break. 

  

God Bless 

 

Jarlath Kelly 

 

Upcoming events 

Year 7-8 

Deep Cove 

8BH 23-27 October 

8LJ 27-31 October 

8HD 31 Oct-4 November 

8MJ 4-8 November 

8AT 8-12 November 

Year 11-13 

1 November  Senior prize giving & Seniors Last Day 

General Reminders 

28 September End of Term 

15 October  Term 4 starts  

Me a matou  ki te Toroa ki te rerenga me te whakapono ki te Atua tuturi  

We can all be uplifted as the albatross if we have faith and Rely on God 

28 September 2018 

Smokefree Rockquest 

Sam's performance at the Smokefree Rockquest was awe-

some. He leB nothing behind; he smashed both songs and 

he had really great stage presence. In the results they 

placed him 3rd & he won the style award as well. He made 

some more really useful contacts & should be very proud of 

his performance and his professionalism throughout the 

weekend. 

Sam is also a recipient of NZ on Air funding in their most 

recent round of funding through their very rigorous applica-

 on process 

which saw more 

than 150 top 

musicians from 

across NZ apply. 

This resulted in 

him gaining 

funding to rec-

ord a single and 

a video to ac-

company it! 

There is s ll so 

much more to 

come from this 

extremely talent-

ed musician. 



Trap Shoo"ng 

Congratula ons to Jackson O'Con-

nor who has been selected for the 

Southland Trap Shoo ng team to 

verse Otago. He will also be going to 

a�end the Na onals. 

Roald Dahl Book Character Day 

Year 7 and 8 students had a Roald Dahl book character day 

on Thursday 13th September to raise money for the Mar-

ist Champagnat school in Fiji.  

 

Kiwi Spelling Bee 

The following students par cipated in the KIWI 

Spelling Bee Compe  on for Years 7 and 8 and 

a�ained the following grades: 

 

Year 7 Achieved 

Charlo�e Easton 

Luke Tiplady 

Bolu Samuel 

Emilie Carter 

Olivia Mc Cabe 

Maddisyn Cathcart 

 

Year 7 Merit 

Holly Wolf 

Hyan De Luna 

Ashton Atack 

Kiera Mc Cabe 

 

Year 8 Merit 

Alexine Rivas 

Lei Cacdac 

 

Year 8 Excellence 

James Fogarty 

Xavier Davies 

Kendrick Dela Cruz     

Eleri Baden 

Library News 

Whether you are into Fantas�c Mr Fox or Fight Club, Ma�lda or Mean Girls, The Witches or Wonder - there is some-

thing for everyone on the Wheelers ePla-orm.   

Have a look at these excellent new ebook  tles added in September: 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And these new Audio book  tles: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have not used library Ebooks before, simply download the "Wheelers ePla-orm" app to your smart device. To 

sign in for the first  me you will need to choose our school "Verdon College", and then use your school username and 

password.  This is a free service, there is no cost to hire the ebooks or audio books, and the app is also free. 

Happy reading! 



First XI Football 

The First XI Football team played in the Linwood Cup Tournament held in Invercargill from the 3rd to the 6th of September. 

With a busy schedule, the team played two games every day during the week. The Verdon team was placed in the "pool of 

death" which included eventual winners Massey High School from Auckland. However, the boys put together some excellent 

performances, gaining wins over Central Southland College, Menzies College and a thrilling last-minute equaliser saw them 

draw against South Otago. In another spectator friendly match, Verdon demonstrated a compe  ve a�tude to finish  ed 

with Taieri College, only to lose in a heartbreaking penalty shootout. These results were enough to see the team finish 14th 

out of 21. Congratula ons to Captain Laurent Edwards, who had an outstanding tournament and was named as an MVP. As a 

young team, the boys should be proud of their performances and take the many posi ves out of their games. The team fare-

wells two Year 13 students in Dylan Holland and Sam Downing. Sam came into our team as a Goalkeeper this year and picked 

up the role excep onally quickly. Dylan has been a staple in the First XI Football team since his first appearance as a Junior. 

The team will greatly miss Dylan's maturity and leadership and we thank him for his outstanding contribu on to Verdon Foot-

ball.   

 

Verdon Senior A Netball 

 

ABer a mammoth campaign of fitness and training sessions, fundraising and mental prepara ons, Verdon Senior A travelled to 

Dunedin for the 2018 South Island Secondary Schools Tournament. 

 

A huge thank you to coach, Rosie De Goldi and manager Kirsten Hurley for the  me, effort and passion they have oozed into 

this campaign, also to Veronica Baird for accompanying them to tournament and sharing her netball wisdom with the team. 

 

It was a tough week at the office in Dunedin with the team where the team didn’t quite get over the line in any of the games, 

even though some of them were very close.  Unfortunately, 

due to the cut throat nature of the tournament, the Verdon 

Senior A team will play the next SISS in B grade.  The team will 

only lose one Year 13 player so the experience the team gained 

at this tournament will bode them well for next year. 

 

Well done to all 11 players who represented the school with 

pride and played with that unique Verdon spirit in every game! 



Sam Cullen   Academic 

Olivia Brown   Academic 

Sarah Hoffman  Academic 

Ka lyn Calvert-Shandley Academic 

Tane Tama    Academic 

Dylan Holland  Academic 

Lance Daleon   Academic 

Autumn Marshall  Academic 

Samantha Mennell  Academic 

Izaak Sanders   Academic 

Anjelina Nikora-Wilson Academic 

Mikaela Goodall  Academic 

Sam Thornbury  Academic

  

Patrice Brookland  Cultural (Dance) 

Sam Cullen   Cultural (Music) 

Ryan Isaacs   Cultural (Music) 

Kaitlyn Calvert-Shandley Cultural 

Mikaela Goodall  Cultural 

Sam Downing   Cricket 

Sahdina Anderson  Basketball 

Sam Thornbury  Triathlon 

Xavier Wright   Rowing 

Tyra Dunn   Baketball 

Mark Lieshout  Outstanding Contribu on to sport 

Blues & Colours Awards 

Congratula ons to the following students who received a Blues or Colours Award held at our assembly on Wednesday 26 Sep-

tember. 

Blues Recipients as follows: 

 



Aidan Dudfield—Music (Jazz) 

Rory Horn—Music (Jazz) 

Tom van Eeden—Music (Jazz) 

Michael Chesney—Music (Jazz) 

Alex Meulenbroek—Rugby 

Frankie Thomson—Rugby 

Ben Andrews—Rugby 

Isaiah-Runi Tagomoa—Rugby 

Arthur Collins—Rugby 

Lucy Baynes—Ballet 

Kayla Barker—Ballet 

Makensie Waddell—Ballet 

Lucy Scully—Ballet 

Maggie Townley—Gold Guitars 

Holly Muirhead—Volleyball 

Georgia Eruera—Volleyball 

Ka e-ana Rangi—Volleyball 

Trelise Edwards—Volleyball 

Trelise Edwards—Gymnas cs/Trampoline 

Brydie Andrews—Gymnas cs/Aerobics 

Isobel Andrews—Gymnas cs/Aerobics 

Angus Baird—Rugby 

Xavier Wright—Rugby 

Thomas Lewis—Rugby 

Josh George—Rugby 

Taryn Perriam—Rugby 

Ruby Laidlaw—Rugby 

Jacinta Henderson –Rugby 

Alexander Lindsay—Chamber Music 

Gabriel Lal—Music (Rockquest) 

Stacey Wilde—Music 

Connor Douglas—BMX 

Leo Shaw—Basketball 

Ethan Pethick—Basketball 

Dominic Sutherland—Sailing 

Taryn Black—Sailing 

Emma Hurley—Netball 

Distance Takamori—Netball 

Ka e-ana Rangi—Netball 

Casidee Stephenson—Netball 

Tessa Baird—Netball 

Tyra Dunn—Netball 

Mia Henry—Music 

Des ny Naunau—Music 

Amee Hope-Johnstone—Bowls 

Tiffany Wilson—Bowls 

George Hope-Johnstone—Bowls 

Ma�hew Tosh—Bowls 

Sco� Thurlow—Squash 

Haley Thurlow—Squash 

Jackie Thurlow—Squash 

Isaac Beker—Hockey 

Tom Kerr– Cycling 

Brendan Peters—Music (Jazz) 

Antoine Fabre—Football 

Jamie Algar—Archery 

Caleb Graham—Archery 

Caleb Wolf—Archery 

Bree Halder—Archery 

Samer Coupe—Rugby 

Samer Coupe—Touch Rugby 

Samer Coupe—Rugby League 

Amy Crosswell—Rugby Refereeing 

Colours Awards: 



Southland Rugby Teams 

Congratula ons to the following students that have been selected for Southland Rugby teams: 

U48 Kg Southland Team  U13    U18 Boys  U16 Boys 

Frankie Thomson   Angus Baird  Xavier Wright  Josh George 

Ben Andrews       Thomas Lewis 

Alex Meulenbroek  

Isaiah-Runi Tagomoa 

   

U18 Girls 

  

Tarryn Perriam 

Ruby Laidlaw 

Under 15 Rugby 

 

From the 3rd to 5th of September the Verdon/Aurora under 15 team a�ended the South Island U15 tournament held in 

Queenstown.  The team was made up predominately of Verdon boys with the addi on of four Aurora and one Te Wharekura 

boys.  On the first day of the tournament the team went down to a very good Aparima College team who eventually won the 

b division.  Following that they played John Paul II from the west coast improving as a team but lost 33-19.  The following day 

the team had two good wins over Westland College 43-12 and Mt Aspiring College 41-19.  On the final day of the tournament 

the team finished with a good 36-7 win over Cromwell College.  The boys enjoyed plenty of ac vi es away from the rugby, 

swimming, a meal out, looking around Queenstown and Arrowtown and luging up the Gondola.  A great trip all around. A big 

thank you to Regan & Debbie Fahey, Dennis Hika and John Butler who made this all possible.  

 



Saturday Tennis 

This compe  on is a six week compe  on from Saturday 3rd November – Saturday 8th December at Wai-

hopai Tennis Courts. Games will start at 9.30am – 12.00pm. 

This compe  on is for beginners to experience players from 16 years and under. Teams consist of four/five 

players (boys and girls mixed – placed in playing order according to ability and experience). Each player will 

play a single and double match and results will be entered for Configure Rankings. A Manager is required for 

each team. 

If you are interested in entering this compe  on then please contact Julie 

on waihopaischoolsports@gmail.com or 021 449 758 

Verdon College Netball Club Prize List 2018 

 

Senior A   

Most Outstanding Senior Netball Player: Emma Hurley 

Captains Award:    Distance Takamori 

Most Improved Senior Netball Player: Emily Calvert 

 

Senior B  MVP - Sahdina Anderson    MIP - Teilah Templeton 

Senior C  MIP- Jan Janerol  MVP- Anna Hika 

Gold    MIP- Lily Butler  MPP- Kate Harrington 

Year 11  MIP- Amber Niven  MVP- Carly Agnew-Wilson  

 

Special awards: 

 

Most Valuable Contribu"on to School Netball; Holly Crosswell 

 

St Mary’s Best Team Spirit Award; Kyla Ma u-Watson 

 

10A   MIP- Elise Breen   MVP- Emily Stodart 

10Blue  MIP- Ruby Laidlaw   MVP- Alice Gear 

10 Black  MIP- Jamie Thompson  Team Spirit- Alex Anderson 

10 Green  MPP- Tessa McNaughton  MVP- Brianna Hegarty 

 

9 Diamonds  MIP- Jemma McClymont  MVP- Tessa Baird 

9 Ruby  MPP -Nga Tomairangi Tawaroa  MVP- Trelise Edwards 

9 Sapphire  MIP- Dakota Wilson   MVP- Michaela Leadley 

9 Emerald  MIP Briah Ryan   MVP- Caitlin Ribbon Watson 

 

8 Cherry  MIP- Isobel Andrews   MVP- Brooklyn Stephenson 

8 Chocolate  MIP- Teneille Johnson  MVP-Aliycia Baird 

8 Charcoal  MPP- Payton Reed   MVP-Amelia Collie 

8 Chestnut  Team Spirit- Olivia Goodall  MVP-Vanesha Tamwennang 

 

7 Teal   MIP- Olivia McCabe   MVP- Naveah Dunn 

7 Tangerine  MIP Kayla McMurdo   MVP Poppy Nicholas 

7 Terraco@a  MIP Ayla MacNaughton  MVP Keira McCabe 

 



 

 

 

 Phone 032169039     

www.verdoncollege.school.nz 
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Southland Science Fair 

Congratula ons to Michael Chesney and Charlo�e Collie (Verdon College) who were awarded ‘Premier Science Award’ for 

their project Phytomining. They inves gated the ability of different plant species to extract metals from the soil. They also 

received the award for excellence in science (Year 9/10), a gold award for science and technology, best exhibit related to met-

als or mining, best exhibit related to sta s cs, an environment award from Environment Southland, and the Tania Line-

ham science communica on Prize.  

 

 


