
      Verdon College 
Kia ora koutou katoa 
  

It has been a tragic couple of weeks for our  

community in New Zealand and there are not 

enough, or the right words to express the sorrow 

that such an ac�on has occurred for the vic�ms of 

the tragedy in Christchurch, their families and  

wider community.  This ma!er has highlighted, as 

we are taught in our Catholic tradi�on that we 

should work towards understanding everyone and a!empt to 

show love and support towards all.  This is an important part of 

the message of being Catholic and following the teaching of   

Jesus.   

  

It is important that we are taking �me every day to understand 

others and their whakapapa and kappa as well as to share about 

ourselves and our Catholic perspec�ves of caring and  

understanding for everyone.  We need to look forward to each 

playing our part in a more polite caring and understanding  

society.  That does not always means going with the flow but 

standing up for what we believe and striving to lead others in  

upholding the rights and dignity of every member of our school 

and wider community. 

  

I would like to acknowledge the passing of some significant  

personali�es and leaders in our wider community.  While it is a 

�me of sadness for us it is also a �me to celebrate their lives and 

the legacy that they leave us.  In reflec�ng on the legacy that has 

been le& to us by significant people in our lives and communi�es I 

believe it is also important that we consider how we can pick up 

their work to provide posi�ve leadership and support to others as 

they contributed to our community and  have provided support 

for us. 

  

Our term is con�nuing in a very busy fashion. I have been really 

proud of the achievement and work that our students are doing in 

the cultural and spor�ng space.  Again, I would encourage all    

students to a!empt to find a sport to be involved in over the   

winter season as it will provide a greater opportunity to connect 

with teammates as well as having a posi�ve impact on               

well-being.  I would like to acknowledge the success and work of 

all student’s involved in all of our cultural ac�vi�es. It is great to 

see such wide and varied number of ac�vi�es occurring for our 

students. We are always keen to have parent involved in sup-

por�ng cultural and spor�ng endeavours and if you are keen to 

support your child’s ac�vi�es do let the office or sport                

department know. 

God Bless 

Jarlath Kelly 

Upcoming events 

 

Year 11-13 

 

6—8 April  Senior Catholics Sports  

   Tournament 

 

 

General Reminders 

 

10 April  Cross Country 

10 April  Colours Assembly 

12 April  Last day of term 

29 April  Term 2 starts 

 

 

Me a matou  ki te Toroa ki te rerenga me te whakapono ki te Atua tuturi  

We can all be uplifted as the albatross if we have faith and Rely on God 

29 March 2019 

Southland/Otago Road Cycling 

Despite the weather on Wednesday our 14 rider  

Verdon College team had a successful day at the 

Southland / Otago Road Cycling Champs coming   

second overall and a number of the team medalling 

in their individuals sec�ons.  Well done on such a 

great performance by the whole team. 

Congratula�on to Poppy McIvor—Bronze and Greer 

Peterson -Silver U13 Girls. Carter Douglas Silver U13 

Boys. Caitlin Kelly Gold and Olivia McCabe Bronze 

U15 Girls. Ciara Kelly Silver U17 Girls.  

 



Polyvibes 

Well done to our Polyvibes group who recently per-

formed at the A & P Show Southland at Donovan 

Park. 

South Island Secondary Schools Adventure Race 
This took place on Saturday 16 March and was based at Do-

lamore Park.  Briefing was held on Friday evening, and most 

teams and supporters stayed the night there in readiness for a 

day of trekking, biking, kayaking, orienteering and abseiling.  The 

star�ng �me of 6.30am brought a scavenger hunt in the dark 

based on map readings, then they were off on a trek which was 

indeed an adventure for some.  On return to the central transi-

�on point, to the relief of organisers and parents, they next le& 

for their other adventures and challenges.  First to finish took just 

over nine hours, and the others followed up to the maximum �me of ten and a half hours. 

 

All credit to the Verdon team of Haley Thurlow and Distance 

Takamori, who were joined at the last hour by Jackie Thurlow 

and Anna Riki�, due to the late unavailability of the other two 

original members.  Although they were not placed in the top 

three of the female category, they worked well together and 

supported and encouraged each other.  This was noted by 

some of the officials.  Although �red and probably a bit 

scratched and sore at the end, they were cheerful throughout 

and seemed to enjoy the day. 

 

Many thanks to Maria Thurlow for transpor�ng and sup-

por�ng the girls with sustenance and encouraging words. 

Chi%y Chi%y Bang Bang 

Well done to all our students involved in Chi!y Chi!y Bang 

Bang on a fantas�c performance.   
Scholas�c Bookclub catalogues are sent home with 

students once or twice each term.  There are many 

fabulous books available to purchase, some at bar-

gain prices. 
If you wish to purchase books, ordering and payment 

is all done online at  www.scholas�c.co.nz/

LOOP  Please note, we do not take orders or cash 

for Bookclub orders at school.  Books are delivered 

to school approximately 1 – 2 weeks a&er the close 

off date, and are sent home with students. 

Southland KidsLit Quiz 

 

The annual KidsLit Quiz was held recently in Gore.  

Verdon College's 2 teams should be very proud of 

themselves.  The year 8 team placed 5th out of 27 

teams, and the year 7 team placed 10th equal.  We 

were very privileged to have sponsorship provided by 

Number Works 'n Words.  The compe��on is made up 

of ques�ons about books, mythology, movies, fables, 

nursery rhymes, and anything to do with litera-

ture.  We look forward to next year's compe��on! 

 



Triathlon 

Congratula�ons to 

Lachie Baird who re-

cently came 2nd at the 

South Island Senior Sec-

ondary Schools' Triath-

lon.  

Mar/al Arts 
On Saturday the 23rd  of February, four Ver-

don college students competed at the South-

ern Region Mul� Style Mar�al Arts Tourna-

ment. Results as follows: 

Jack Smith—Gold medal in Kumite, Silver and 

bronze in Kata. 

Summer Smith—Silver in kata and a bronze in 

kumite.  

Jonty Donnelly– Silver in kata and silver in 

kumite . 

Kendrick Dela-cruz—Gold Medal-Colt Boys 15

-17yr old Kumite,Gold Medal-Under 15s Kata, 

Silver Medal-Colt Boys15-17yr old Kata, 

Bronze Medal-Under 15 Kumite Greenbelt & 

above. 

Southland so0ball U13 

Congratula�ons to the following students who repre-

sented Southland recently for So&ball: 

Nathaniel Sutherland 

Charlie Telfer 

Physiotherapy 

Just a reminder that we have Kate from Southern 

Physio 

comes 

into 

school : 

Monday’s 

10.30-1.30 

Thursday 11.00-2.00 

Grab an ACC form from the office and to make 

your appointment. 

Sports News 

Congratula�ons to Lachie Baird – Triathlon  and Connor 

Douglas – Para Cycling who have been selected for 2019 

intake for Academy Southland.  On top of this Connor has 

been invited to a!end a high performance development 

camp for para-cyclist in Cambridge in June.  This will assess 

his readiness to start training towards Paralympics 2022 in 

Beijing and 2024 Paris. 



 

 Phone 032169039     

www.verdoncollege.school.nz 

Phone 032169039     

www.verdoncollege.school.nz 

Na/onal Track Cycling Championships 

 

Congratula�ons to Pearl Harris-Blain, Ciara Kelly, Alana Breen, Caitlin Kelly and Ben Mulholland who were part of the South-

land Team at the recent Na�onal Track Cycling Championships in Cambridge. Results as follows: 

 

Ciara Kelly -  

3000m Team Pursuit, 2nd 

500m Team Pursuit, 4th 

 

Alana Breen - 

Time Trial, 6th 

500m Team Sprint, 4th 

 

Caitlin Kelly - 

U15 500m Time Trial, 4th 

3000m Scratch, 3rd 

7.5km Point Race, 4th 

500m Team Sprint, 3rd 

Derby, 4th 

 

Ben Mulholland - 

500m Team Sprint, 4th 

Derby, 6th 

 

Southland Secondary School Athle/cs Championships 
Congratula�ons to the following students on some fantas�c results: 

Angus Baird 2nd U14 400m 

Jack Dempster 1st U15 H Jump 

Lachie Baird 2nd Senior 3km 

Jacob Crooks 3rd U16 Shot Put 

Lachlan Lust 5th U14 800m 

Kyah Fa’amoe-Iona Senior 5th Triple Jump 

Caleb Graham U 16 4th in Discus  

Boys U15 relay 4th : Angus Baird, Samer Coupe, Chris�an So!o,  

   Jack Dempster. 

Tessa Baird 1st U15 Hurdles 

1st U15 Triple Jump 

1st U15 Long Jump 

2nd U15 High Jump 

Girls U15 relay 1st : Tessa Baird, Trelise Edwards, Aanalise Stephenson,  

    Toni O'Connor 

 


