
     Verdon College 
Kia ora koutou katoa 
  

We have had a really posi�ve start to the 

term and I am really pleased with the focus 

and posi�ve mood of students as they 

begin another busy term at the College.  

  

I spoke at Assembly this week about taking 

the �me to recognise the success that we 

are achieving individually and as a community in our aca-

demic endeavours, NCEA examina�ons and so many extra-

curricular areas. At �mes, we take that success for granted 

and o#en fail to take the �me to acknowledge the posi�ve 

progress we are making individually or as a community. It 

is important that all students understand that our success 

occurs, because at every level of the College students con-

�nue to work hard, believe they can achieve, work 

through those �me when it is not easy and support and 

encourage each other to succeed 

  

I have been very pleased to see the posi�ve number of 

students signing up to play winter sport and the effort go-

ing into trainings. Sport plays an important part of stu-

dents’ well-being, both in terms of physical well-being but 

also in terms of their social connec�on and in building re-

silience.  I wish all those sports teams all the best for their 

season and con�nue to courage students to get involved, 

if they haven’t to date. 

  

There has been a lot of success in the cultural side of the 

college and that is con�nuing as prepara�ons for produc-

�on and showquest con�nue.  Again, I have been really 

impressed with the work that both students and staff are 

pu)ng into the planning and prepara�on for these 

events.  We are very much looking forward to seeing these 

performances and the fruits of their labour later this term. 

  

This will be another busy but exci�ng term for students at 

all levels of the College and I look forward to sharing that 

success with the community as it occurs throughout the 

term. 

  

Please keep in your prayers all those in our community 

dealing with illness of family members. We ask God to as-

sist in the full recovery of those that are ill and to provide 

solace and strength for family members at this �me. 

  

God Bless 

 

Jarlath Kelly 

Upcoming events 

Year 7-8 

3 May   Year 7 & 8 Swimming starts every  

   Friday 

13-15 May  7MO & 7AM School Camp 

15-17 May  7BE & 7ER School Camp 

5 June  Junior Quad 

We would appreciate prompt payment for Year 7 

Camp—thank you 

 

Year 9-10 

5 June  Junior Quad 

 

Year 11-13 

6 May   Otago Open Day 

7 May   RY-Day Road Safety for all Year 12  

   students @ Ascot 

25 May   School Ball 

 

General Reminders 

14 May  Show-quest 

28-30 May  Produc�on—All Shook up 

31 May  Teachers Only Day 

3 June  Queens Birthday 

Me a matou  ki te Toroa ki te rerenga me te whakapono ki te Atua tuturi  

We can all be uplifted as the albatross if we have faith and Rely on God 

6 May 2019 

Verdon College 

Board of Trustee’s Elec&on 
 
Nomina�ons are invited for the elec�on of 5 parent representa�ves 
to the Board of Trustees. 
 
A nomina�on form and a no�ce calling for nomina�ons will be post-
ed to all eligible voters. 
 
You can nominate another person to stand as a candidate, or you 
can nominate yourself.  Both parts of the form must be signed. 
 
Addi�onal nomina�on forms can be obtained from the school 
office. 
 
Nomina�ons close at noon on 24 May 2019 and may be  
accompanied by a signed candidate statement and photograph. 
 
The vo�ng roll is open for inspec�on at the school and can be 
viewed during normal school hours. 
 
There will also be a list of candidates’ names, as they come to hand, 
for inspec�on at the school. 
 
Vo�ng closes at noon on 7 June 2019. 

 

Signed 

Karyn Dykes 

Returning Officer 



BMX Na&onals 

A massive congratula�ons to Ruby Laidlaw 

who finished 4th in her age group sec�on, 

compe�ng at the BMX Na�onals in Auckland 

last week. Ruby qualified third going into the 

final round narrowly missing out on podi-

um finish. Also congratula�ons to Tessa 

McNaught who qualified also and was riding in 

the compe��on na�onal compe��on. Well 

done girls!!! 

Rock n’ Roll 

Congratula�ons to our Rock n' Roll dancers who competed at the Na�onal Junior 

Rock 'n' Roll Championships at ILT Stadium recently. Well done to George Hope-

Johnstone and Sebas�en Fabre who were awarded 1st and 2nd Overall Champions in 

the Novice Junior sec�on (respec�vely, with their dance partners) - What a fantas�c 

effort both of you and to Mia Atkinson who placed second overall in the Same-sex 

Junior sec�on (gaining a silver medal with her dance partner Briarlee Devery). Awe-

some work Mia 

NZUTA South Island Tae Jwon Do Champs 

Congratula�ons to Noah Smith winning a Gold Medal in the 

Cadet Division 26-32 kg at the Nzuta South Island Tae Jwon 

Do Championships in Oamaru over the weekend.  Noah im-

pressively won his final which was stopped in the 3rd round 

due to a 20 point lead to Noah over his fellow finalist. 

 

Rockhampton—Netball 

It was great to have Rockhampton Girls School here for a Net-

ball Exchange just before the holidays for a Netball exchange.  

It was a great few days ge)ng to know the girls and playing 

Netball against an Australian side.  The Senior A’s had a great 

tussle unfortunately with Rockhampton coming away with the 

win but a big well done to the Senior B side who took the win 

out in the last Quarter.  Thank you to everyone who hosted the 

girls in their homes. 



Adventure Racing 

The 6+6 Adventure Race was held at the weekend, 

and the Probably Lost team of Olly Reynolds, Sam 

McColl and Oliver Hogan competed against others 

who had four team members.  They came19th out of 

36 teams, and were the second school team home, 

just one point behind the schools' winner. Awesome 

effort Boys 

Cycling News 

Congratula�ons to Tom Kerr, Hadley Sheehy, Frankie 

Thompson, Caitlin Kelly and Ciara Kelly Verdon College 

members of the Southland Team compe�ng at the 

Na�onal Road Race Compe��on in Pleasant Point over 

the weekend. All our riders had great rides compe�ng 

in high quality fields on a very challenging course. Well 

done everyone!!! Caitlin Kelly managing to gain 4th in 

the U15 �me trials and 7th in the U15 road race  

Arts News 

Many of our students have been very busy over their holiday break ge)ng suck into developing 

their skills in the arts and sharing their talents with the community. 

Well done to the following students for their hard work and commitment to the arts over the 

holiday break  

* Amber Shaw and Lucy Scully who took part in the Interna�onal Phoenix workshop last week-

end in Palmerston North. The girls were chosen out of their group of 200 dancers for various 

showcase performances of choreo they had learnt over the weekend. Special men�on to Amber 

who received a $300 scholarship  

* Alex Lindsay who performed (2nd violinist) with the New Zealand Secondary Schools' Sympho-

ny Orchestra in Christchurch last week. The orchestra performed works by Kabalevsky, Sejourne, 

& Mahler  

* Conal Mulligan who performed his bagpipes and Alex Lindsay his violin at the Ascot Park Ho-

tel for the 'Uke and Fiddle' Concert with Marian Burns over the holidays. 

* Holly Muirhead who performed a fantas�c set at the Choma Ini�a�ve event at the Southland 

Musos Club on Sat night. And alumni Sam Cullen for his outstanding performance at Suzie Q's 

on the same evening (so much musical talent happening in one night!)  

* Maggie Townley and Nina Chilton (and several of our past VC students and parents) for their 

wonderful contribu�on to the 'Concert for Christchurch' held at The Ascot Park Hotel last 

weekend - it was aTended by about 500 people and roughly $6,000 was raised  
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Cross Country  

Well done to everyone who competed in this year’s cross 

country.  The results are as follows: 

 

7&8 Boys 

1st Aus�n Johnson - Time: 13.21 

2nd Robbie Humm 

3rd Carter Esplin 

 

7&8 Girls 

1st Neveah Dunn - Time: 15.00 

2nd Sophie Doherty 

3rd Karly Pearson 

 

9&10 Boys 

1st Samer Coupe - Time: 11.37 

2nd Jack Dempster 

3rd Ben Andrews 

 

9&10 Girls 

1st Tessa Baird - Time: 15.06 

2nd Trelise Edwards 

3rd Jade Murphy 

 

Senior Boys 

1st Lachlan Baird - Time: 24.17 

2nd Laurent Edwards 

3rd Sam McColl 

 

Senior Girls 

1st Kathy White - Time: 30.20 

2nd Alexis Broughton 

3rd Poppy Nesbit 


