
          Verdon College 
Kia ora koutou katoa 

We have had a great start to the term with 

good enthusiasm from students about 

their studies and spor�ng and cultural  

involvement.   I have been really pleased 

with the success and  the way our students 

have represented them self in so many 

areas alongside the academic success that 

they are achieving. 

  

 I would highlight two successes that have epitomized our 

Verdon values one being our U14 rugby team win the  

other weekend. It was a great game which the whole  

community came out to support our boys.  There was such 

a great feel at the game and the U14 rugby team have 

worked so hard for each other this year and have built a 

great friendship and founda�on for future success.  

The other success was the double header success of our 

year 7 and year 8 netball girls winning the INC tournament 

recently.  It’s not just that they won it was the determined 

united way they played for each other and the way they 

represented themselves on and of court that makes me 

very proud.  There are so many other individual and team 

success happening at the moment each of them special in 

their own way and each a great tribute to the effort and 

support of our students, staff and community. 

  

Our open day was a great success and we had a large  

turnout as usual despite the extra challenge, or treat, of a 

snow fall. It was great to see all of the prospec�ve new 

families and new members of current families turn out to 

look around the school. Again there is a lot of interest in 

enrolment at the College and we will again be limi�ng the 

roll at year 7 to around 104 students for the four year 7 

classes that we are planning to have in 2020. There is 

some limited space at year 9 and some other levels but all 

applica�ons will need to be completed correctly and  

submi0ed by the due date of Friday 30 August as late  

applica�ons will not be processed.  It is therefore  

important for family members of prospec�ve students 

ensure that they get their applica�on in as soon as possi-

ble to avoid disappointment 

  

We pray for all those in our community dealing with illness 

or loss of family members at this �me we pray for God’s 

Grace to be with them and their extended families. 

 

God Bless 

 

Jarlath Kelly 

 

Upcoming events 

 

Year 11-13 

27-30 August  Senior Exams 

13 September  Year 13 Retreat 

19-20 September  Year 12 Retreat  

 

 

General Reminders 

15 August   Patronal Day 

22 August   Inter-house Drama 

26 August   Teachers Only Day 

7 September  Ski Trip 

 

Me a matou  ki te Toroa ki te rerenga me te whakapono ki te Atua tuturi  

We can all be uplifted as the albatross if we have faith and Rely on God 

12 August 2019 

ILT Art Awards 

A very big congratula�ons to Molly Ba0 who won the 

Resident Award at the ILT Art awards for 2019. This is a 

selec�on of 60 established ar�sts and some secondary 

students who go through a pre-selec�on process to be 

selected to enter. Her work won the Southland Resi-

dent Award which was a prize of $4000.  

 



Regional Aerobics 

Compe""on 

Congratula�ons to our 

Verdon Team Amber 

Shaw, Lucy Scully and 
Poppy McIvor all com-

pe�ng at the Regionals 

Aerobics Champs. All girls 
made it to finals. Lucy 

finished 3rd in intermedi-
ate individual, Amber 

finished 2nd in intermedi-

ate pre choreographed. 
Amber and Lucy’s team 

won the sec�on and got 

most promising team. Amber and Lucy have qualified for the 
Na�onals. Well done girls!!!  

LEGO Club 
The newly formed Verdon College LEGO Club would love 

any dona�ons of Lego please.  If you have any old Lego 

siGng around unloved, we would really appreciate it and 

put it to good use. 

The LEGO Club meets in the library during lunch�me on 

Thursdays. 

 

Ki O Rahi 

Last Tuesday 14 students made up a Kio 0 Rahi team to play in the 

Southland Secondary Schools compe��on. Our pool consisted of 

Aurora Academy, Central Southland Red, Menzies College and 

Arowhenua. Verdon dominated their pool and won every game to 

go into an exci�ng final against James Hargest. This was my first 

introduc�on to Kia O Rahi at first I didn't understand what was 

happening but by game 3 I could appreciate the speed, agility, 

technicality and fitness of these athlete's. We lost the final by a 

close margin and was very proud of all the students who made up 

the team to compete for their school.   

5 Rivers Football Tournament 

Congratula�ons to Molly Copeland who was named MVP at the 

recent 5 Rivers Football tournament. 

Well done Molly. 

Well done to the Verdon/Auroa football team who finished up in 

8th place aJer a 2 day tournament in Wyndam recently. As per 

usual the girls showed lots of heart and were giving it heaps �ll 

the final whistle.  A big congratula�ons must go to Molly 

Copeland who was named MVP for the tournament.  Well done 

Molly. 

Achievements 

• Congratula�ons to Kayden Barker and Trelise Ed-

wards for their performances in Christchurch at the 

South Island Tumbling and Trampoline Champion-

ships. Kayden got 1st in 11-12 men’s trampoline and 

2nd in double mini trampoline 11-12 men’s. Trelise 

1st tumbling 13-14 yrs woman and they both quali-

fied for Na�onals. 

• Ka�e Dennis U15 Hockey 

• Clyde White and Isaac Beker  U15 hockey 

• Lee Fox Fes�val Hockey 

• Zoe Tait on being selected in the 2019 Collier Cup 

Team represen�ng Southland 

• Duncan Tait for being selected in the Southland U13 

Boys Hatch team 

• Haley & Sco0 Thurlow C grade Southland Squash 

Superchamps team to go to Na�onals 

• Congratula�ons to Denzal Mahia who won the 2019 

Polyfes�val T-shirt design. His design will be printed 

on all the t-shirts and distributed around Southland 



South Island Secondary Schools  Road Cycling  

Championships 
 

U14 Girls' Individual Time Trial - Caitlin Kelly, 2nd 

U14 Girls' Road Race - Caitlin Kelly, 1st 

U14 Boys' Individual Time Trial - Frankie Thomson, 5th; Hadley 

Sheehy, 9th 

U14 Boys' Road Race - Hadley Sheehy, 4th; Frankie Thomson, 

15th 

U15 Boys' Individual Time Trial - Ben Mulholland, 7h; Tom Kerr, 

11th 

U15 Boys' Road Race - Ben Mulholland, 8th; Tom Kerr, 10th 

U16 Girls' Individual Time Trial - Ciara Kelly, 7th; Pearl Harris-

Blain, 17th 

U16 Girls' Road Race - Ciara Kelly, 7th; Pearl Harris-Blain, 9th 

U16 Girls' Team Time Trial - Verdon, 1st 

U16 Boys' Team Time Trial - Verdon, 3rd 

Overall Team Points for the Championship - Verdon, 9th (out of 53 schools) 

Music Fes"val—2019 

 
Junior Vocal  

1st = Fiah Adams 

2nd = Sam McGregor 

Intermediate Vocal  

1st = Emmy Roderique 

2nd = Mya Kairau 

3rd = George Hope-Johnstone 

Junior/Intermediate Instrumental  

1st = Jack Dempster (Piano) 

2nd = Kate McGregor (Piano) 

3rd = Ka�ana Simpson (Guitar) 

Junior/Intermediate Group  

1st = Emmy Roderique (Vocals & Guitar) & Michaela Leadley (Vocals & Keyboard) 

2nd = Roidan Sutherland (Vocals & Keyboard), Jack Dempster (Vocals & Drums), Emmy Roderique (Vocals), Michaela 

Leadley (Vocals), Harrison Milne (Guitar), Isaac Beker (Guitar), & Brendan Peters (Bass Guitar). 

3rd = Alexine Rivas (Vocals & Guitar), Ashley Satoro (Vocals), & Andrea Pindea (Vocals). 

Senior Instrumental 

1st = Brendan Peters (Alto Saxophone) 

2nd = Alexander Lindsay (Violin) 

Vocal  

1st = Holly Muirhead 

2nd = Chantelle Talaese 

3rd = Draysharn Re� 

 Senior Group  

1st = Marea Malinao (Vocals & Ukulele) & Chantelle Talaese (Vocals) 

2nd = Taylor Brown (Guitar) & Sebas�an Johnston (Drums) 

3rd = Holly Muirhead (Vocals & Guitar), Max Forde (Guitar), & Brendan Peters (Bass Guitar). 

Overall Placings 

1st = Catherine House 

2nd = Dominic House 

3rd = Marcellin House 

4th = Marian House 

Best Performance of  (Slice of Heaven) - Catherine 

House 

Best Conductor - Nia Maka (Catherine House) 

Best Accompanist - Conal Mulligan (Bagpipes, Mari-

an) 
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SISS Netball 
SISS Junior Netball Tournament, was in the first week of the July holidays, 21 girls from Year 9 & 10 competed against their 

peers in 3 days of Netball in Christchurch. 

The sheer size and physicality of some of the opposi�on was extremely in�mida�ng, but the girls took every game in their 

stride. This pushed our Verdon girls and they all played gutsy outstanding Netball.  

The Year 9 team finished 24th in their grade and the 10 combined finished 13th. A huge thank you to coaches David Hiroki, 

Erena Gilbert and their management team of Rachel Kelly, Kath Andrews and Kate Ashton for all their hard work behind the 

scenes, with endless fundraising, and prac�ces. Volunteers are priceless and we appreciate everything that you do. 

The girls were extremely well behaved and it was a pleasure to be 

part of the Verdon group. 

 

INC Netball Tournament 

A massive congratula�ons to both our 7A and 8A Netball Teams wining their respec�ve grades at the INC Netball Tournament 

held recently. Awesome work girls. 

 

 


