
        Verdon College 
Kia ora koutotu kaota 

  

We con�nue to have a very busy and successful 

term at the college. Our Patronal Day - Feast of 

the Assump�on Mass was a really special   

occasion. Mass was, as people described it, full 

of joy and not only a celebra�on of the Mass 

but also of Verdon College. It was also really 

great to see students contribu�ng to the  

celebra�ons back at school providing BBQ and 

ac�vi�es as part of the day.  It has also been special to have 

about on ongoing lunch �me Mass on Friday’s. It is great to see 

the Eucharist celebrated with Father Hook and our students. It is 

really posi�ve to see the leadership of a number of students at 

these Masses ensuring that they run smoothly.  

  

Our hos�ng of the Bishop’s Shield was a great success and  

although our students did not take home the overall win they 

represented the college in a very close compe��on. A big thank 

you to all the staff, parents and students that were involved in 

working to make this event such a success.  I was really proud to 

have so many people from all areas of the community working 

together to demonstrate to the other schools what is means to  

experience the hospitality and aroha of Verdon College. 

  

We have closed our enrolments to the College for 2020. It is a 

difficult job working through applica�ons for we have again  

received many more applica�ons than spaces available. It is a 

really posi�ve situa�on to have such interest however that is 

mixed with our disappointment for those that are unable to 

a2end due to our limited places for enrolment.  

  

Progress for NCEA in year 11 to 13 is working well towards 

reaching our targets again this year.  Students have concluded 

prac�ce examina�ons and will have received feedback which 

they should work on so they achieve their final examina�on 

goals. Senior subject selec�on booklets have been published this 

week.  We ask parents to sit down with your son or daughter 

and talk though their future and op�on choices to ensure this 

process works in finding the correct course for next year and to 

develop a founda�on of future study. Deans and senior pastoral 

staff are always available to assist in this process. 

  

We con�nue to pray for all of those in our community that are 

dealing with illness and loss of family members and loved one. 

We ask goods grace and blessing on them at this �me. 

  

God Bless 

 

Jarlath Kelly 

 

Upcoming events 

Year 11-13 

13 September  Year 13 Retreat 

19-20 September  Year 12 Retreat 

 

 

General Reminders 

 

10 September  Sports & Cultural Photos 

25 September   Blues Assembly 

26 September  Inter-house Haka 

27 September  Term 3 Ends 

Me a matou  ki te Toroa ki te rerenga me te whakapono ki te Atua tuturi  

We can all be uplifted as the albatross if we have faith and Rely on God 

4 September 2019 

Patronal Day 

On Thursday 15 August we celebrated a full school mass 

at St Theresa’s church followed by a BBQ lunch. 

 



Indoor Bowls team 

Congratula�ons to our Indoor Bowls team—they were the  

overall points winners at the Southland Seconday Schools 

Indoor Bowls compe��on –this being the third years in a 

row the team have achieved this.. Ma2hew Tosh and Amee 

Hope-Johnstone also  won the Senior compe��on sec�on. 

Tournament - SIDAA Indoor Championship 2019-(South Island District Archery Assn) 

Well Done to Jamie Algar and Caleb Wolf who recently competed at the South Island Indoor District Archery Associa-

�on indoor championships. Both boys had a fantas�c tournament with Caleb 

geEng 1st - Bare Bow Archer, 3rd – Youth Recurve Individual Match play and 

2nd - Youth Recurve Team Match play and Jamie Algar for winning the Cadet 

Compound division. 

 

Congratula�ons to Jemiour Collins and Aidan 

Harrington who have been selected for the 

U16 Southland Rugby squad. 

Congratula�ons to Brydie Andrews, Isobel 

Andrews and Georgia Morsink who have 

made the Southland Gymnas�cs team for Aer-

obics as well as Trelise Edwards & Kayden 

Barker for Trampoline and Tumbling.  The 

team will travel to Auckland to compete at 

the Na�onal Championships in October. 



Inter-house Drama 

On Thursday evening we held our annual Interhouse Drama Compe��on This hotly contested house event was full of 

laughs, wi2y well-devised (original) scripts, crea�ve props, and some stand-out ac�ng. It was fantas�c to see such large 

casts from each house which were inclusive of every year level (from ac�ng pros to ac�ng novices on stage) and a fan-

tas�c audience turnout from our VC community to support the hard work the houses put into staging their dramas. 

A big thank you to Jo Buist and Dave PoEnger for being our adjudicators for the evening.  

The results are as follows: 

1st = Catherine House 

2nd = Marian House 

3rd = Marcellin House 

4th = Dominic House 

 

Bishop's Shield Newsle-er 2019 

 

As the saying goes, it takes a village to host Bishop’s Shield! With Verdon 

hos�ng this year, a massive thank you must go to the numerous people 

who supported us in this undertaking. It was a fantas�c weekend, filled 

with high quality performances from all involved. Our team was strong 

from the beginning and all decisions made by the adjudicators were close - 

some�mes incredibly so! Special men�on goes to the senior deba�ng 

team who won their debate and Distance Takamori who placed 2nd in the 

impromptu speech. Our drama teams con�nued to impress, with both the 

junior and senior teams gaining 2nd place. Well done to Noah Calvert-

Shandley, who was awarded the most promising junior drama�c perfor-

mance. We finished off the Sunday in an excep�onal manner, with Lisa 

Satoro winning both sec�ons of the senior scripture - readings and study 

ques�ons. A tremendous achievement! While we didn’t come away with 

the big prize, it was a great weekend and our students made themselves 

and the school proud.  
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Na.onal Duathlon Championships 

The Southland Triathlon and Mul�sport Club was proud to host the Na�onal Secondary Schools Suzuki Duathlon Champion-

ships on Sunday at Teretonga. 

Slightly fewer than half the entrants came from out of Southland, and there was quite a sizable representa�on from Verdon 

College - with a certain degree of success as well. 

U12 Girls' Individual - Poppy McIvor, 2nd 

U12 Boys' Teams - Carter Douglas and Mickey O'Boyle, 1st; Charlie Telfer and Jonty Donnelly, 2nd 

U13 Boys' Individual - Hadley Sheehy, 1st, Jacob Hogan, 2nd 

U13 Boys' Teams - Carter Esplin and Frankie Thomson, 3rd 

U13 Girls' Teams - Keira McCabe and Caitlin Kelly, 1st; Sophie Doherty and Olivia McCabe, 2nd 

U14 Boys' Teams - Jaedin Davey and Tom Kerr, 3rd 

U16 Girls' Teams - Pearl Harris-Blain and Ciara Kelly, 4th 

U19 Boys' Individual - Lachie Baird, 2nd 

 

Many thanks to parents and supporters and to the students who put all their effort into their racing and to suppor�ng each 

other.  You were great representa�ves of the school. 

 

 

Hockey 

Well done Verdon Saints hockey team who made 

the final for Pool B they played amazing but lost 2

-0 great effort!  


